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About ARAB, EUISS and MAECI 

ARAB 

Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau (ARAB) is an independent, online resource featuring content from experts 

on Arab societies. ARAB’s team of political scientists hold several degrees from elite universities including the 

University of Oxford and University of Birmingham. They also champion over 80 years of combined experience 

that includes analytical and advisory work at Google, the US Congress and the UK House of Lords. 

ARAB analyses and presents data on Arab world socioeconomic dynamics from an interdisciplinary 

perspective and is committed to providing its readers with high-quality research, data and reports that reflect 

this understanding. ARAB aims to equip policymakers with authentic and precise information that can enable 

impactful policy implementation in Arab communities. 

EUISS 

Founded in January 2002 and headquartered in Paris, the European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) 

is the European Union (EU)’s agency for analysing foreign, security and defence policy issues. Its core mission 

is to assist the EU and its member states in the implementation of their Common Foreign and Security Policy 

(CFSP) which includes the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP). Through its research, the EUISS 

also assists other external activities of the EU. 

The EUISS’ core objective is to strengthen the EU’s analysis, foresight and networking capacity in external 

action. The EUISS also acts as an interface between EU institutions and external experts and is now an integral 

part of the structures that underpin the further development of the EU’s CFSP and CSDP. As such, the EUISS 

continues to be funded by EU member states. 

In 2012, the EUISS opened a liaison office in Brussels, situated in the Justus Lipsius building: the main seat of 

the Council of the European Union and of the General Secretariat of the Council. Around 40 members of staff 

now work at the EUISS. 

MAECI 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI) is the foreign ministry institute of the 

Italian government. Headquartered in Rome, MAECI is tasked with providing diplomatic and consular 

assistance to Italian citizens across the globe. 

MAECI also offers grants to foreign citizens residing in Italy, as well as to Italian citizens living abroad. These 

grants are provided in the spirit of fostering international cooperation in cultural, scientific and technological 

fields. The aims of these grants are to promote the Italian language and culture as well as to support Italy’s 

economic partnerships throughout the international community.  
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Motivation 

The MENA region has been lingering in crisis for decades, with regime change, high unemployment rates, a 

“resource curse” and numerous civil wars rife throughout the area. Additional global challenges creep around 

the corner and include climate change, energy transition and economic transformation. These dynamics 

perpetuate the sense of instability that continues to undermine foreign direct investment (FDI) and 

humanitarian assistance in the region. 

MENA nations host a substantially populous youth demographic, with two thirds of the region’s entire 

population being under 35 years of age.1 The region’s youth carry a notable burden: unemployment is highest 

among this demographic and there is a proportionately higher intergenerational unemployment rate for Arab 

women compared to their male counterparts.2 Victims of conflict further form an overwhelming part of the 

unemployed population.3 

The region’s youth population was subsequently identified as having been at the origin of recent riots and 

unrest across the Arab world. Indeed, our survey results find that Arabs of 35 years of age and under have 

political aspirations for independence and self-determination. The Arab world’s growing youth population thus 

reveals a window of potential demographic dividend; a possible source of economic growth, innovation and 

democratisation due to a dependency ratio that favours working-age people over non-working-age people. It 

is partly for this reason that institutions such as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) have declared partnerships with 13 MENA nations with the aim of achieving ‘shared prosperity’.4 

The EUISS equally emphasises the need for strategic collaboration with the African Union (AU), which includes 

seven northern African nations with substantial Arab youth populations - the ambition: to foster shared peace 

between international institutions.5,6 To leverage the Arab world’s youth potential, important changes would 

need to be made and various obstacles would need to be removed. Existing surveys do not capture this 

potential, instead painting a picture of despair, desire to emigrate and depression that could dampen the 

appetite for consequential humanitarian development initiatives in the MENA region. 

  

 
1 A. Bjerde, “Fulfilling the aspirations of MENA’s youth”, World Bank Blogs, 2020, 
https://blogs.worldbank.org/arabvoices/fulfilling-aspirations-menas-youth, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
2 See OECD, “Women's participation in the labour market and entrepreneurship in selected MENA countries”, in OECD, 
Women's Economic Empowerment in Selected MENA Countries: The Impact of Legal Frameworks in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Libya, Morocco and Tunisia, (Paris: OECD Publishing, 2017), pp.31-2. 
3 See N. Kabbani, “Youth employment in the Middle East and North Africa: Revisiting and reframing the challenge”, 
Brookings, 2019, https://www.brookings.edu/research/youth-employment-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-revisiting-
and-reframing-the-challenge/, (accessed 18 Feburary, 2021). 
4 Anon., “Steering Group of the MENA-OECD Initiative on Governance and Competitiveness for Development MENA-OECD 
Days”, OECD, 2019, http://www.oecd.org/mena/about-initiative/Steering-Group-Tunis-2019-Conclusions-EN.pdf, 
(accessed 18 February, 2021). 
5 Anon., “Towards a Strategic Compass: Where is the EU heading on security and defence?”, European Union Institute for 
Security Studies, n.d., https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Event%20Report%20-
%20EUISS%20Strategic%20Compass.pdf, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
6 Anon., “Member States”, African Union, n.d., https://au.int/en/member_states/countryprofiles2, (accessed 18 February, 
2021). 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/arabvoices/fulfilling-aspirations-menas-youth
https://www.brookings.edu/research/youth-employment-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-revisiting-and-reframing-the-challenge/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/youth-employment-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-revisiting-and-reframing-the-challenge/
http://www.oecd.org/mena/about-initiative/Steering-Group-Tunis-2019-Conclusions-EN.pdf
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Event%20Report%20-%20EUISS%20Strategic%20Compass.pdf
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Event%20Report%20-%20EUISS%20Strategic%20Compass.pdf
https://au.int/en/member_states/countryprofiles2
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Summary 

The Arab Youth Survey (AYS) is a four-part, collaborative study between ARAB, the EUISS and MAECI. The AYS 

series aims to identify areas where youth potential can be leveraged throughout the Arab world, focusing on 

constructive survey questions that seek to highlight areas where Arab youth populations can, themselves, 

identify potential for change. 

It is intended that findings across the AYS series will enable policymakers to deploy precise and tangible 

human development initiatives that are specific to each Arab country and that can be measured for success. 

For our first round of analysis - AYS1 - our research reveals a complex picture of opportunities and challenges 

faced by Moroccan, Libyan, Egyptian and Palestinian youths, as well as differences in lived experiences among 

these youths according to their gender roles. In the recommendations section, we suggest precise methods 

for utilising our research for more consequential policy deployment across these four nations, providing 

further recommendations for quantifying and measuring the successes of these efforts in the immediate to 

long-term future. 

We believe that policy efforts should be concentrated on - and derived from - the major challenges identified 

for each focus country. Domestic challenges are evidently nuanced, demographic-dependent, holistic and 

interdependent, yet primary concerns for each AYS focus country can be summarised and simplified according 

to the table below: 

Table 1 - Primary issues identified for AYS1 focus countries 

 Healthcare Services Political Representation 

Morocco ✓  

Libya ✓  

Egypt  ✓ 

Palestine  ✓ 
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We subsequently make the following primary recommendations for each focus country: 

Table 2 - Primary recommendations identified for AYS1 focus countries 

Country Primary Recommendations Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) Proxy Indicators (PIs) 

Morocco ● Improved health infrastructure in Morocco, including 

increased access to health services in rural areas. 

● Increased circulation of advertising and messaging 

aimed at alleviating mental and sexual health stigma 

among Moroccans. 

● Increased number of awareness campaigns concerning 

the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) in Morocco. 

● Greater number of registrations to general 

practitioner (GP) offices in Morocco among 

all Moroccan demographic groups. 

● Increased investment in health services in rural Morocco, 

which may or may not result in more Moroccan residents using 

local health services. 

● Increased investment in messaging and awareness 

surrounding COVID-19 in Morocco, which may or may not 

result in a decline in the COVID-19 infection and/or death rate 

among Moroccan residents. 

Libya ● Improved health infrastructure in Libya, including 

increased access to health services in rural areas. 

● Increased circulation of advertising and messaging 

aimed at alleviating mental and sexual health stigma 

among Libyans. 

● Increased number of awareness campaigns concerning 

COVID-19 in Libya. 

● Greater number of registrations to GP offices 

in Libya among all Libyan demographic 

groups. 

● Increased investment in health services in rural Libya, which 

may or may not result in more Libyan residents using local 

health services. 

● Increased investment in messaging and awareness 

surrounding COVID-19 in Libya, which may or may not result in 

a decline in the COVID-19 infection and/or death rate among 

Libyan residents. 

Egypt ● Increased infrastructure and processes through which 

Egyptian citizens can communicate with and access 

various political channels. 

● Improvements to national curricula to better educate 

Egyptians on the importance of diverse political 

representation in society. 

● Greater number of seats allocated for 

female, Coptic and other marginalised 

representatives in Egyptian houses of 

parliament. 

● Increased registrations of young Egyptian voters, which could 

be indicative of more relatable and diverse political 

representation throughout Egyptian society. 

● Greater number of international Memorandums of 

Understanding (MOUs) committed to cultivating greater and 

more diverse political representation in Egypt, which may or 

may not result in an increased access to the political theatre 

for Egypt’s more marginalised communities. 

Palestine ● Increased infrastructure and processes through which 

Palestinian citizens can communicate with and access 

various political channels. 

● Improvements to national curricula to better educate 

Palestinians on the importance of diverse political 

representation in society. 

● Greater number of seats allocated for 

female, Christian and other marginalised 

representatives in the Palestinian Legislative 

Council (PLC). 

● Increased number of international MOUs focused on fostering 

political representation within Palestine, which could 

potentially result in more diverse political representation for 

young Palestinians. 

● Greater number of young voter registrations in Palestine, 

which could be indicative of more diverse and relatable 

political representation among Palestinian communities. 
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Methodology 

Fundamental survey principles 

We believe that the most effective method of quantifying attitudes of youths towards their futures in their 

respective Arab countries is through a multiple-choice survey that covers various subjects. The survey we have 

designed for AYS1 subsequently includes questions on police institutions, environmental culture, health 

services, political representation, employment opportunities and technological innovation, among other 

discussion points. The idea is to extract a more holistic understanding of how youths in Arab countries 

perceive their local Arab climates. 

Most of the multiple-choice selections are presented on a four-point scale to ensure that respondents do not 

provide neutral responses. This encourages respondents to become inclined towards an opinion; below is an 

example of one of the multiple-choice survey questions (the full survey can be viewed in appendix A further 

below): 

Question: How do you perceive employment opportunities in your country? 

Selection: Very unfavourably; Slightly unfavourably; Slightly favourably; Very favourably. 

Quantifying several four-point scale responses can also serve as a foundation for baseline studies in each 

focus country. Policymakers are invited to replicate our survey questions and to circulate the survey within a 

relevant timeframe following interventions in AYS1 focus countries. This would allow policymakers to 

measure the success and/or impact of their various interventions in each country by calculating the measured 

difference between pre-intervention and post-intervention survey scores. 

Where contextual answers are required, we also invited participants to respond in an open-ended writing 

format. This is particularly evident in several questions about their futures, for example: 

Question: Which symbol, character or individual best represents the future to you? 

Answer: (Please type). 

All respondents were then invited to attend a focus group session where they were presented with the 

opportunity to engage with - and elaborate on - their answers. 

Focus group participation size 

Central to extracting insightful responses from participants in any subsequent focus group is the discussion 

participation size. Too few participants could hinder the number and nuance of observations articulated in the 

discussion and could prevent us from confidently highlighting the challenges and opportunities faced by 

youths in AYS1 focus countries. Conversely, too many participants could result in the focus group becoming 

disruptive and/or respondents becoming hindered from elaborating on their answers with any sufficiency. 
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In the psychological and pedagogical literature, there seems to be little consensus on what might compose 

the “optimal” focus group size. Whilst Slater recommends a five-member participation size for focus groups 

discussing humanitarian issues,7 Osborn proposes a range of five to ten participants for such focus groups.8 

Tang & Davis, on the other hand, claim that the ideal focus group size comprises four to 12 participants.9 

In a study on the effect of focus group participation size, with groups ranging between five, seven and nine 

members, the largest groups produced the widest range of ideas.10 However, time constraints on the interview 

session can result in shorter, less detailed answers. 

Despite varying academic opinions, it is agreed that the number of individuals within a group will affect the 

outcome and quality of the group session. The literature indicates that larger groups produce more ideas up 

until a point of disruption11 or “diminishing return”, although there is a difference in opinion on what constitutes 

a “large focus group”. 

As suggested by Tang & Davis, the ideal group should therefore be sized according to the following 

parameters: the nature and number of questions asked; the time allotted to answering each question; the 

duration of the session; and the composition and dynamic of the focus group.12 Larger groups are preferred 

for questionnaires that intend to draw conclusions or form a consensus about a specific topic. 

As our survey covers a wide range of questions that seek to convey a holistic picture of challenges and 

opportunities faced by youths in Arab countries (31 questions specifically; again, please see appendix A), it is 

important to include enough participants to ensure demographic diversity in the results whilst equally limiting 

the participation size to mitigate against any potential disruption that could emerge from an overpopulated 

focus group session. 

We therefore concluded that the ideal participation size for AYS focus groups should not exceed ten 

participants. We conservatively anticipated that one-fifth of AYS survey respondents would attend any 

subsequent focus group sessions either due to limited availability among respondents or exposure to risk 

derived from communicating sensitive opinions through live, politicised fora. As such, our anticipated and 

actual participation size is as follows (please see table 3 below): 

  

 
7 See P. Slater, “Contrasting Correlates of Group Size”, Sociometry, 21 (1958), pp.129-39. 
8 See A. Osborn, Applied Imagination: Principles and Procedures of Creating Thinking, (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
1953). 
9 See K.C. Tang & A. Davis, “Critical Factors in the Determination of Focus Group Size”, Family Practice, 12:4 (1995), 
pp.474-5. 
10 See T. Bouchard & M. Hare, “Size, Performance and Potential in Brainstorming Groups”, Journal of Applied Psychology, 
54:1 (1970), pp.51-5. 
11 See M.A. Masadeh, “Focus Group: Reviews and Practices”, International Journal of Applied Science and Technology, 
2:10 (2012), pp.63-8. 
12 Tang & Davis, op. cit., p.475. 
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Table 3 - AYS1 participation by focus country & activity 

 Survey Respondents 
Focus Group 
Participants 

Proportion of Survey Respondents 
Attending Focus Group 

Total Pool 

Morocco 8 2 0.25 8 

Libya 8 2 0.25 8 

Egypt 5 0 0.00 5 

Palestine 7 2 0.29 7 

Total Pool 28 6 0.21 28 

 

Focus group time allocation 

There is always the risk that researchers may consciously or unconsciously overlook questions to enable more 

time and increased opportunity for groups of more than ten participants. This suggests that smaller groups 

are better suited to sessions of shorter timespans, whereas larger group sizes are better accommodated by 

sessions of longer timespans. 

As such, we had to consider the total duration of the session as well as the time it takes for participants to 

answer questions about their futures. AYS focus groups should not, in general, be excessive in length as this 

could compromise participant focus or even discourage any participation at all. 

As anticipated in table 3, six AYS1 survey respondents attended the subsequent focus group session which 

occurred on Saturday 20th February, 2021, between 19:00 and 20:00 BST (inclusive). We allocated a maximum 

of two hours participation time to allow sufficient engagement with AYS1 survey responses. This means that 

each participant was provided with approximately 20 minutes to engage in discussions about their survey 

responses (2 hours / 6 participants = 20 minutes per participant; please see figure 1 below). 

Figure 1 - AYS1 participation breakdown 
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Risks, mitigations, challenges and opportunities 

AYS1 successes 

The demographic diversity of our AYS1 survey respondents helped reduce under or over-representation of 

experiences and perspectives. 

With strong participation from both genders, females constituted exactly 50% of AYS1 respondents. There 

was also moderately balanced representation from both employed and unemployed respondents (visualised 

in figure 2 below) as well as a diverse mix of Arab youths living in their country of origin and those who have 

migrated abroad or are the progeny of migrants abroad. Another moderate success was the diverse age 

representation among AYS1 respondents. 

Figure 2 - Total number of AYS1 survey respondents by gender and employment status 

 

Figure 3 - Total number of AYS1 survey respondents by age group and location 
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Although the AYS series aims to highlight the challenges and opportunities faced by youths in Arab countries, 

it is crucial to collect data from older respondents to juxtapose the youth opinions against opinions from older 

generations. This enables the identification and isolation of the precise challenges and opportunities faced by 

millennials and “generation Z” in several Arab countries. 

For example, our findings indicate younger AYS1 survey respondents identified political leaders such as Nabila 

Mounib (a Moroccan female politician), Angela Merkel and Yasser Arafat as the best defenders of their 

respective societies. In contrast, respondents over 35 years of age often referred to general members of civil 

society - such as teachers, professors and even the youth - as symbolic defenders of their societies. Some 

older AYS1 survey respondents even believe that there is no one who best defends the rights and futures of 

their respective communities. 

As such, by inviting older respondents to participate in the AYS1 survey, we were able to identify that Arabs of 

35 years of age and under tend to have more politicised aspirations and role models compared with their older 

counterparts. 

Challenges and opportunities for future AYS iterations 

COVID-19: in compiling AYS1, an immediate challenge was posed by the current COVID-19 pandemic. Ideally, 

the focus group session would have been conducted in person as it is important to contextualise participant 

responses with body language, tonal and other neuro-linguistic indicators. 

Due to social distancing regulations and travel restrictions, a virtual focus group was instead conducted where 

all participants were given the opportunity to elaborate on their AYS1 survey responses. They agreed to enable 

their cameras and microphones so that responses could be interpreted with a greater degree of consideration. 

The interactive nature of the virtual focus group session also helped foster a productive group dialogue. 

We further advised AYS1 focus group participants that they had a safe space to express themselves and that 

the conversation would not be recorded. We also advised them that their names would not be allocated to 

opinions expressed throughout this research paper. Nonetheless, we suspect that COVID-19 restrictions will 

continue to impact logistics in future AYS iterations. 

Risk of detention: major challenges were further posed by Egyptian survey respondents, all of whom declined 

to join the subsequent focus group. We interpret this as indicative of the sensitive political climate in Egypt, 

where critics of el-Sisi’s regime could face imprisonment and imminent danger.13 

In table 4 further below, we have identified mitigations for this risk as, in future AYS research, we anticipate 

similar challenges among Bahraini, Emirati, Saudi and Syrian respondents. A potential method to overcome 

this challenge would be to only ask respondents from these countries who live abroad to attend the subsequent 

focus group. Discussion points could then be compared against other young Arab nationals who reside 

abroad. 

 
13 H. Wallace, “Mubarak and Sisi: two sides of the same coin?”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2018, 
https://arabbureau.org/2018/03/17/mubarak-and-sisi-two-sides-of-the-same-coin/, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 

https://arabbureau.org/2018/03/17/mubarak-and-sisi-two-sides-of-the-same-coin/


 

13 

We anticipate that Arab nationals living abroad would be substantially less likely to be monitored and identified 

by regimes in their respective countries of origin. We also believe that these respondents would be more likely 

to elaborate on their survey responses as a result, which would help catalyse more nuanced research. 

Accessibility: another challenge encountered during the AYS1 survey circulation was technological 

accessibility from rural areas of survey focus countries. For those respondents living in their identified 

countries of origin, there was an overwhelmingly higher representation of citizens based in metropolitan areas 

compared with rural areas. Had this not been mitigated against according to table 4 below,14 this could have 

skewed results to illustrate a more favourable perspective of the young Arab experience where access to 

healthcare, education and judicial services is much more tenable compared with the rural Arab experience. 

Other challenges and opportunities: other areas of under-representation were encountered by a lack of non-

Muslim, non-Arab, disabled and non-neurotypical survey respondents. We therefore emphasise that such 

surveys can never fully represent or emulate the true experience of youths living in Arab countries. Specifically, 

one out of 28 respondents identified as Christian. Where a religion was not identified, two respondents marked 

“unspecified” for their faith or non-faith belief. The remaining 25 survey respondents identified as Muslim. 

Similarly, only one participant did not identify as Arab despite the broad and varied markers of Arab identity in 

all AYS1 focus countries. Previous research we have conducted indicates that Moroccans with contrasting 

ethnic identity markers share near-identical mixed Arab-Amazigh heritage.15 Consequently, the subjective 

nature of ethnic and other identity labels has been considered where uniformity appears in results. 

Finally, we have accounted for the stigma or lack of awareness that can be associated with identifying as non-

Muslim, non-Arab (for example, among mixed Arab-Amazigh households) and/or disabled or non-neurotypical 

in table 4 below. 

Other improvements that will be made for future iterations of the AYS survey are: 

1. To include questions on national identity, refugees, education and the distant future.16 

2. To include a question about the life prospects of unborn generations. 

3. To include French translations of survey questions and answers.17 

4. To include supplementary English, Arabic and/or French instructions with initial survey circulations. 

5. To distribute surveys to a Caucasian European control group to see how general young attitudes 

contrast with those from AYS focus countries.

 
14 We ensured that some respondents living in urban areas have some experience with - and/or cultural and/or 
hereditary ties to - rural parts of AYS1 focus countries. 
15 G.L. Everett, “Are North Africans really “Arabs”?”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2018, 
https://arabbureau.org/2018/03/19/are-north-africans-really-arabs/, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
16 In addition to questions on the medium and long-term future. 
17 The AYS1 survey in appendix A was circulated in English and Arabic. Some participants - such as Moroccans living in 
France - express that they would have preferred to read the questions in French. We anticipate that French translations 
may also be useful for future Algerian, Tunisian and Lebanese survey respondents. 

https://arabbureau.org/2018/03/19/are-north-africans-really-arabs/
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Table 4 - AYS1 risks and mitigations 

Risk Impact Likelihood 
Overall Risk Score 

(Desc.) 
Mitigation 

Higher metropolitan representation compared with rural 
representation among AYS1 survey respondents, creating 

an imbalanced representation of young Arab attitudes. 
High High 6 

Risk is very high due to limited access to technology in rural parts of AYS1 focus 
countries. Survey participants therefore include metropolitan-based respondents 

who have rural links. 

Higher neurotypical and able-bodied representation 
compared with non-neurotypical and disabled 

representation among AYS1 survey respondents, creating 
an imbalanced representation of young Arab attitudes. 

High High 6 

Risk is very high due to taboos and a lack of awareness associated with 
identifying as disabled for those based in AYS1 focus countries. Non-neurotypical 

and disabled country experience has been considered as much as theoretically 
possible in this study. 

Exposure to risk of detention and/or harm for ARAB staff 
based in AYS1 focus countries. 

High Medium 5 

Risk is high due to the current political milieu in Egypt. As a result, limited 
exposure to AYS1 has been awarded to ARAB workers in Egypt. Where such 

workers have been involved, channels of communication have been anonymised 
as much as possible, such as using a virtual private network (VPN). 

Exposure to risk of detention and/or harm for AYS1 
survey respondents based in focus countries. 

High Medium 5 

Risk is high due to the current political milieu in Egypt. As a result, limited 
exposure to AYS1 has been awarded to locally based Egyptian respondents. 

Where Egyptian respondents have been involved, channels of communication 
have been anonymised as much as possible, such as using a VPN. 

Conscious and/or subconscious external, political 
pressures skewing results to inaccurately portray a more 

favourable image of AYS1 focus countries. 
Medium High 5 

High risk of potentially skewed outcomes from Egyptian AYS1 respondents. This 
has been mitigated through the application of contextual, qualitative analysis in 

this AYS1 study to bridge possible disparities between responses and lived reality 
as much as theoretically possible. 

Confusion over which AYS1 survey questions refer to the 
respondent’s country of origin, the respondent’s residing 

country or the respondent specifically, yielding survey 
responses that confuse our research on young Arab 

futures. 

Medium High 5 
Risk is high as instructions are not currently distributed with the AYS1 survey. We 
subsequently provide clarity in initial communications with all prospective AYS1 

participants, as well as offering guidance and clarification where needed.  

Proportionately and significantly higher Arab and Muslim 
representation among AYS1 survey respondents 

compared with non-Arab and non-Muslim representation, 
portraying a less accurate image of young Arab attitudes 

in AYS1 focus countries. 

Medium High 5 
Risk is high due to the demographic makeup of the MENA region. Contextual 

analysis is overlaid to all AYS1 focus country results to highlight potential 
divergence across non-Muslim and non-Arab experiences. 

Over or under-populated AYS1 focus group turnout, which 
could disrupt the flow of the focus group session and 
minimise the testimonial resources available for this 

study. 

High Low 4 

Risk is moderately high due to lack of responsiveness from sensitive AYS focus 
countries such as Egypt. It is therefore possible that the final AYS1 focus group 

becomes under-populated, limiting our ability to clarify survey results. Where 
Egyptian participants are absent from the final focus group, we have attempted to 

substitute more participants from other AYS1 focus countries. 
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COVID-19 preventing a face-to-face focus group where 
AYS1 participants would have been given the opportunity 
to elaborate on their survey responses in a manner that 

enables more detailed research. 

Low High 4 
Risk is moderately high due to the ongoing and disruptive nature of COVID-19. A 

virtual, video focus group session has been organised to allow participants to 
discuss their responses in an interactive and elaborate manner. 

A “life-cycle effect” (in which respondents’ personal 
priorities evolve as they age) creating inconsistencies 
between AYS1 survey results from older and younger 

respondents. 

Low High 4 

Risk is moderately high due to the natural, psychological tendency for individuals 
to evolve their priorities as their life circumstances develop. The life-cycle effect, 
however, remains relevant in emphasising how youth experiences differ to those 

of older AYS1 participants. Therefore, the life-cycle effect should not be “adjusted 
for” in AYS survey results, but should rather be preserved, identified and clarified 

as supporting evidence for our assessment of the young Arab experience. 

Inconsistent interpretations of AYS1 survey questions 
due to cultural divergence and/or language barriers 

among survey respondents. 
Low High 4 

Risk is moderately high as AYS1 focus countries are diverse in culture and 
history. We provide clarity in initial communications with prospective survey 

respondents, as well as offering further guidance where needed. 

Lack of appetite among AYS1 survey respondents to 
comprehensively answer survey questions due to political 

apathy, survey length and/or scepticism of “foreign”-
based institutions such as ARAB, the EUISS and MAECI. 

Medium Medium 3 
Risk is moderately low as a lack of appetite to complete the AYS1 survey has 
already been observed among prospective respondents from Egypt. Where 

responses are missing, phone calls are made to clarify answers. 

Inconsistency between all AYS volumes (AYS1 to AYS4) 
due to refining research methods, making comparative 

analysis across all AYS results less tenable. 
Low Medium 2 

Risk is low as “disparity” among AYS research methods simply illustrates an 
improvement process in the accuracy of results. 

“Optimism bias” (the psychological tendency for 
individuals to view their futures with relatively more 

optimism compared with their present circumstances) 
skewing AYS1 survey responses, thus clouding clarity on 

the true extent to which young Arab futures pose 
challenges and/or opportunities. 

Low Medium 2 

Risk is low due to low impact: firstly, contextual analysis is overlaid to ensure that 
optimism bias is considered when analysing AYS1 survey results; secondly, if 

respondents still regard their futures with optimism despite relatively dire present 
circumstances, this could be evidence that present circumstances are not dire 

enough to eliminate optimism bias among participants. The optimism bias, in and 
of itself, holds its own fruition and insight for our research on AYS1 focus 

countries. 

Respondents changing or evolving their initial AYS1 
survey answers during the subsequent focus group 

discussion. 
Low Medium 2 

Risk is low as a result of low impact: AYS1 focus group engagement can always 
be compared with initial survey responses. 

AYS1 respondents scoring focus country institutions 
“higher than appropriate” due to the relative, experiential 

and subjective nature of survey questions. 
Low Medium 2 

Risk is low as a result of low impact. Experiences of AYS1 focus country 
institutions are subjective and personal; therefore, relative and subjective 

perceptions of focus country infrastructure remain evidence of comparative 
adequacy or inadequacy. 
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Morocco 

Background 

Depending on one’s interpretation of history, the Kingdom of Morocco dates as far back as 400 BC. Historians 

state that Idris ibn Abdallah (Idris I) - who fled modern-day Saudi Arabia following the Islamic Battle of Fakhkh18 

- established what first resembles the present-day Moroccan nation in 788 AD.19 As Emir of Morocco, Idris I 

held close ancestral ties with the Islamic prophet Muhammad20.ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

Where some claim that local communities peacefully accepted Idris I’s dawah (the act of inviting or calling 

people to embrace Islam), others view the establishment of the Sunni kingdom as the Muslim and Arab 

colonisation of indigenous Amazigh (or so-called “Berber”21) people.22 The complex dynamic between these 

communities is typically embodied by Abd el-Krim (Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim al-Khattabi). Abd el-Krim was 

a conservative Muslim and Amazigh guerilla fighter hailing from the short-lived Republic of the Rif within 

Morocco… as a secessionist, Abd el-Krim successfully resisted Spanish colonisers in Morocco.23 

Catalysed by its strategic geopolitical positioning, Morocco continued to play a role as both a perpetrator of 

and subject to historic colonialism. At Morocco’s closest point to Europe, a mere 14.3km separates Tarifa in 

Spain from Jebel Musa in Morocco.24 After becoming the target of Phoenician and Roman colonialism during 

the years of classical antiquity,25 Morocco colonised both the Iberian Peninsula and southern France between 

661 AD and 750 AD.26 The kingdom was then colonised by Portugal, France and Spain in 1415 to 1515, 1912 

to 1956, and 1912 to the present,27 respectively.28,29,30 

 
18 I. Sánchez, “Ethnic disaffection and dynastic legitimacy in the early Almohad period: Ibn Tūmart’s translatio studii et 
imperii”, Journal of Medieval Iberian Studies, 2:2 (2010), p.182. 
19 D. Hart, “Moroccan dynastic shurfa’‐hood in two historical contexts: idrisid cult and ‘Alawid power”, The Journal of 
North African Studies, 6:2 (2001), p.81. 
20 M. Kazuo, “Toward the Formation of Sayyido-Sharifology: Questioning Accepted Fact”, The Journal of Sophia Asian 
Studies, 22 (2004), p.89. 
21 We reject the word “Berber” as we understand that the word has colonial roots and shares the same etymological root 
as the word “barbarian”. See R. Rouighi, “Race on the mind”, aeon, 2019, https://aeon.co/essays/how-the-west-made-
arabs-and-berbers-into-races, (accessed 17 May, 2021). 
22 Everett, “Did Arabs “colonise” North Africa?”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2018, 
https://arabbureau.org/2018/04/04/did-arabs-colonise-north-africa/, (accessed 19 February, 2021). 
23 Anon., “Abd el-Krim, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim al-Khattabi”, Oxford Islamic Studies Online , n.d., 
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e12, (accessed 21 February, 2021). 
24 See M.J. Jowers et al., “The ant Anochetus ghilianii (Hymenoptera, Formicidae), not a Tertiary relict, but an Iberian 
introduction from North Africa: Evidence from mtDNA analyses”, Systematics and Biodiversity, 13:6 (2015), p.7. 
25 Anon., “The History of Morocco”, Short Morocco Tours, 2018, https://short-moroccotours.com/blog/history-of-
morocco/.html, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 
26Anon., “Umayyad Caliphate”, Oxford Islamic Studies Online, n.d., 
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e2421, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
27 We believe that ongoing Spanish sovereignty over Ceuta, Melilla and the Canary Islands is the result of historic 
Spanish colonialism in Morocco and the Maghreb.  
28 See A.R. Disney, A History of Portugal and the Portuguese Empire, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 
29 Anon., “French Morocco (1912-1956)”, University of Central Arkansas, n.d., https://uca.edu/politicalscience/dadm-
project/middle-eastnorth-africapersian-gulf-region/francemorocco-1930-1956/, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
30 See I. Martinez, “Spain’s “Splendid Little War” with Morocco”, The International Lawyer, 37:3 (2003), pp.871-81. 

https://aeon.co/essays/how-the-west-made-arabs-and-berbers-into-races
https://aeon.co/essays/how-the-west-made-arabs-and-berbers-into-races
https://arabbureau.org/2018/04/04/did-arabs-colonise-north-africa/
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e12
https://short-moroccotours.com/blog/history-of-morocco/.html
https://short-moroccotours.com/blog/history-of-morocco/.html
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e2421
https://uca.edu/politicalscience/dadm-project/middle-eastnorth-africapersian-gulf-region/francemorocco-1930-1956/
https://uca.edu/politicalscience/dadm-project/middle-eastnorth-africapersian-gulf-region/francemorocco-1930-1956/
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The Strait of Gibraltar, dividing Morocco and Spain, can therefore be identified as one of the MENA region’s 

most strategic and consequential naval choke points alongside the Strait of Hormuz (between the Persian 

Gulf and Gulf of Oman) and the Bab al-Mandab Strait (separating Yemen from the Horn of Africa). 

Indeed, the term Gibraltar is a Spanish derivation of the Arabic term Jabal Tariq (or “Mountain of Tariq”), 

referring to Tariq ibn Ziyad, the Umayyad and Amazigh commander of the Muslim conquest of modern-day 

Spain.31 

It is finally worth noting that Morocco played a pivotal role in the Islamic Golden Age as the host of world 

renown polymaths including Ibn Battuta and Ibn Rushd. The latter is known in the Western world by his 

Latinised name Averroes. 

According to AYS1 focus group participants from Morocco, the King of Morocco is thus seen as a global 

ambassador of the relatively more progressive Maliki school of Sunni Islam. As such, imams across the 

country often pray for and endorse the king during Friday sermons. This provides legitimacy for the king and 

intertwines the religious identity of the monarch with the national identity of Morocco. We believe that the 

religiosity of Morocco’s monarchical institution is a major determinant of the country’s resistance to Arab 

Spring protests. 

Economy 

Morocco is known for its active tourist industry which, according to AYS1 focus group participants from 

Morocco, was not substantially affected by the Arab Spring as much as it has more recently been affected by 

COVID-19. Popular destinations include the University of al-Qarawiyyin, which is the female-founded ‘oldest 

library in the world, housing the original 9th-century Quran’.32 Abd el-Krim al-Khattabi graduated from this 

university before later passing away in Cairo.33 

Moroccan focus group participants further claimed that, in normal circumstances, the country’s tourist 

industry provides substantial employment opportunities for young Moroccans, many of whom speak two or 

more languages (typically Arabic and French) and thus have natural skill sets applicable to the touristic and 

commercial sectors. Participants also expressed a desire to move beyond applied Arabic and French and see 

the future economy being embodied in other languages such as English and Chinese. Consequently, the 

country’s economy has been further leveraged by the many French, English and Spanish-language call centres 

residing in Morocco, although these have been marred by criticism relating to generally poor working 

conditions.34 

  

 
31 H.T. Norris, “The Early Islamic Settlement in Gibraltar”, The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 91:1 (1961), p.39. 
32 R. Atiah, “Fatima al-Fihri: a medieval Arab feminist”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2017, 
https://arabbureau.org/2017/11/07/fatima-al-fihri-a-medieval-arab-feminist/, (accessed 19 February, 2021). 
33 See M. Er, “Abd-el-Krim al-Khattabi (1882-1963)”, in Z. Cop & I. Ness (eds.), The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Imperialism 
and Anti-Imperialism, (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), pp.1-15. 
34 See L. Vercheecke, “Morocco’s call centre workers get organised”, Equal Times, 
https://www.equaltimes.org/moroccos-call-centre-workers-get-organised, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 

https://arabbureau.org/2017/11/07/fatima-al-fihri-a-medieval-arab-feminist/
https://www.equaltimes.org/moroccos-call-centre-workers-get-organised
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Morocco also continues to channel high volumes of trade between Europe and Africa, signing a Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) with the EU covering the ‘two-way trade of industrial products, together with a selective 

liberalisation of trade in agricultural, agro-food and fisheries products’.35 The ‘EU is Morocco's largest trading 

partner, accounting for 59,4% [sic] of its trade in 2017’.36 According to AYS1 focus group participants from 

Morocco, such large volumes of fishery and agricultural exports from the country remain a source of 

employment for young Moroccans in rural areas. 

Human rights 

Morocco’s positioning on the doorstep to Europe does make the nation vulnerable to extensive levels of drug 

and human trafficking.37 A damning report by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) states that 59% of sub-Saharan 

women migrating through Morocco experience sexual violence at the country’s borders.38 Furthermore, some 

corrupt parts of Morocco’s border authorities often engage in the sexual exploitation of females seeking to 

migrate to Europe.39 We suspect that many of these migrants may be minors. 

In 2004, King Mohammed VI ‘raised the legal age of marriage from 15 to 18 and [formally] made sexual 

harassment punishable by law’.40 Additional constitutional changes followed in 2011, such as the inscription 

of rights for Moroccan citizens to directly elect their Prime Minister; this law is often criticised as an inadequate 

attempt to dampen the momentum of the Arab Spring41 which commenced earlier in 2011 in nearby Tunisia. 

It nonetheless seems that Moroccan citizens are content with average levels of human development42 if this 

means avoiding potential civil war; this attitude was shared by AYS1 focus group participants from Morocco. 

Other initiatives of the relatively progressive king include his marriage to Princess Lalla Salma. This marriage 

has been clouded by recent turbulence and speculation. Lalla Salma does, however, identify as Amazigh, which 

means that the marriage can be viewed as a continued attempt to normalise relations between those 

identifying as Arab and those identifying as Amazigh. 

 
35 Anon., “Morocco”, European Commission, 2020, https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-
regions/countries/morocco/index_en.htm, (accessed 19 February, 2021). 
36 Ibid. 
37 Anon., “Morocco: Collaboration and Partnership between international airports to tackle illegal physical transfer of 
funds”, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, n.d., https://www.unodc.org/middleeastandnorthafrica/en/web-
stories/morocco_-collaboration-and-partnership-between-international-airports-to-tackle-illegal-physical-transfer-of-
funds.html, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
38 L.D. Gillette, “Human Trafficking in Morocco: A focus on Sub-Saharan Migrant Women”, Independent Study Project 
(ISP) Collection, (2014), p.16. 
39 Anon., “Female migrants face sexual abuse and extortion at the hands of Moroccan security forces”, The Migrant 
Project, 2018, https://www.themigrantproject.org/morocco-abuse/, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
40 Anon., “Reforming Moroccan family law: the Moudawana”, Centre for Public Impact, 2016, 
https://www.centreforpublicimpact.org/case-study/moroccan-moudawana-reform, (accessed 19 February, 2021). 
41 See M. Ottaway, “The New Moroccan Constitution: Real Change or More of the Same?”, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, 2011, https://carnegieendowment.org/2011/06/20/new-moroccan-constitution-real-change-or-more-
of-same-pub-44731, (accessed 19 February, 2021). 
42 See anon., “HDI by Country”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, n.d., https://arabbureau.org/demographic-data/hdi-by-
country/, (accessed 21 February, 2021). 

https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/morocco/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/morocco/index_en.htm
https://www.unodc.org/middleeastandnorthafrica/en/web-stories/morocco_-collaboration-and-partnership-between-international-airports-to-tackle-illegal-physical-transfer-of-funds.html
https://www.unodc.org/middleeastandnorthafrica/en/web-stories/morocco_-collaboration-and-partnership-between-international-airports-to-tackle-illegal-physical-transfer-of-funds.html
https://www.unodc.org/middleeastandnorthafrica/en/web-stories/morocco_-collaboration-and-partnership-between-international-airports-to-tackle-illegal-physical-transfer-of-funds.html
https://www.themigrantproject.org/morocco-abuse/
https://www.centreforpublicimpact.org/case-study/moroccan-moudawana-reform
https://carnegieendowment.org/2011/06/20/new-moroccan-constitution-real-change-or-more-of-same-pub-44731
https://carnegieendowment.org/2011/06/20/new-moroccan-constitution-real-change-or-more-of-same-pub-44731
https://arabbureau.org/demographic-data/hdi-by-country/
https://arabbureau.org/demographic-data/hdi-by-country/


 

19 

Under the previous monarch, relations between these two communities were more divided. Whilst the former 

king, Hassan II, did also marry an Amazigh lady, Mohammed VI has now made further steps to institutionalise 

Amazigh as an official language of Morocco.43 

In late 2019, a large social media movement started in Morocco called #Stop490; it demands the 

decriminalisation of consensual, non-marital sex and abortion, which is punishable according to Moroccan 

Penal Law 490.44 

The grassroots movement was mobilised after the case of Hajar Raissouni, a prominent journalist who was 

sentenced to one year imprisonment for allegedly having non-marital sex as well as an abortion.45 The 

journalist later received a pardon from King Mohammed VI,46 but the #Stop490 movement continues to grow 

in influence within Moroccan society. If successful, Morocco could constitute the first Arab country to take full 

steps to decriminalise non-marital, consensual sex. 

At present, Riffian activist Nasser Zefzafi also maintains a substantial youth following despite currently serving 

a prison sentence under the accusation of foreign-led separatism.47 Whilst the arrest has been widely criticised 

by various human rights organisations, advocates for his detention claim that his arrest maintains stability 

and prevents the country from descending into civil war between the Arab and Riffian communities. Our 

Moroccan focus group participants declined to comment on Zefzafi’s detention, perhaps from fear of being 

monitored and reprimanded for holding more critical views of his arrest. 

On the subject of civic monitoring within Morocco, our research further finds that Moroccan intelligence 

services played ‘a central role in Europe’s efforts to counter ISIS [Islamic State in Iraq and Syria] terrorism’; in 

spite of a ‘sharp increase in the number of terrorist attacks in the Maghreb region between 2011 and 2014’, 

Morocco remained ‘largely immune, with only one [ISIS] attack occurring in April 2011’.48 As demonstrated by 

the selective silence of Moroccan focus group participants during more sensitive parts of the focus group 

discussion, there appears to be a historic and collective “consciousness” of the presence of Morocco’s highly 

effective intelligence services in the country, even among Moroccan youths (who have historically been more 

vocal than older citizens).49 

 
43 F. Makhoukh, “From the adversity to the pride of being an Amazigh woman”, Nationalia, 2019, 
https://www.nationalia.info/dossier/11257/from-the-adversity-to-the-pride-of-being-an-amazigh-woman, (accessed 21 
February, 2021). 
44 Anon., “The Moroccan Outlaws: A Youth Social Movement Challenging Obsolete Laws on Sexuality”, HRWF, 2019, 
https://hrwf.eu/the-moroccan-outlaws-a-social-movement-inspired-by-moroccan-youth-determined-to-live-and-love-
without-fear-of-oppressive-laws/, (accessed 6 March, 2021). 
45 D. Hajjaji, “Jailing of Revenge Porn Victim in Morocco Sparks Calls to Change Sex Laws”, Newsweek, 2021, 
https://www.newsweek.com/jailing-revenge-porn-victim-morocco-sparks-calls-change-sex-laws-1567548, (accessed10 
March, 2021). 
46 Ibid. 
47 Anon., “Morocco: Shocking Verdict Against Activists, A Journalist”, Human Rights Watch, 2019, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/10/morocco-shocking-verdict-against-activists-journalist, (accessed 19 February, 
2021). 
48 Wallace, “How Morocco is helping counter terrorism in Europe”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2018, 
https://arabbureau.org/2018/02/16/how-morocco-is-helping-counter-terrorism-in-europe/, (accessed 18 February, 
2021). 
49 An example of this is demonstrated through the popularity of the music of Jil Jilala and Nass El Ghiwane in the 1970s; 
the bands contained young Moroccan musicians who were critical of King Hassan II’s policies, candidly voicing their 

https://www.nationalia.info/dossier/11257/from-the-adversity-to-the-pride-of-being-an-amazigh-woman
https://hrwf.eu/the-moroccan-outlaws-a-social-movement-inspired-by-moroccan-youth-determined-to-live-and-love-without-fear-of-oppressive-laws/
https://hrwf.eu/the-moroccan-outlaws-a-social-movement-inspired-by-moroccan-youth-determined-to-live-and-love-without-fear-of-oppressive-laws/
https://www.newsweek.com/jailing-revenge-porn-victim-morocco-sparks-calls-change-sex-laws-1567548
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/10/morocco-shocking-verdict-against-activists-journalist
https://arabbureau.org/2018/02/16/how-morocco-is-helping-counter-terrorism-in-europe/
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Other than foreign intelligence assistance and agriculture (mentioned in the previous subsection on the 

economy), Morocco’s major exports derive from the automotive, textiles and phosphate sectors.50 Phosphate 

is used both as a chemical fertiliser and for pharmaceutical purposes.51 The kingdom has consequently 

engaged in a decades’ long dispute with Algeria over the status of the Western Sahara, a region south of 

mainland Morocco that is rich in phosphate reserves.52 This poses additional human rights challenges for 

Morocco. 

In fact, a substantial nine per cent of Morocco’s 119.70 billion USD gross domestic product (GDP, 2019)53 

derives from its phosphate reserves,54 accounting for 75% of the world’s combined phosphorus pool55 

(phosphorus being the chemical compound that contains phosphate elements).56 That said, supporters of 

Morocco’s jurisdiction over the Western Sahara often point toward the historical and religious significance of 

the King of Morocco - also known as Amir al-Mu’minin (translating from Arabic to “Prince of the Believers”) - in 

addition to the antiquitous ties between the Western Saharan region and the “Greater Maghreb” of the 

Umayyad caliphate.57 

Despite international criticism levied at Morocco for its purported “soft colonialism” of the Western Sahara, 

the Moroccan youths who participated in the AYS1 focus group discussion believed that Morocco’s jurisdiction 

over the de facto “Moroccan Sahara” is justified. Research we have conducted conversely finds that the 

conflict between Morocco and Algeria over the status of the Western Sahara has been perpetuated by historic 

European colonialism, namely Europe’s unscrupulous division of the African continent.58 We believe that 

Algeria’s role in the conflict is equally problematic, as the nation likely has its own strategic objectives and 

may not be supporting the Sahraoui independence movement out of pure benevolence.59 

In the end, many marginalised refugee communities - especially those in Tindouf - are suffering as a result of 

the conflict. Poor sanitary conditions and lack of nutrition is a challenge for Sahraoui refugees.60 There are 

 
opinions through their music. See M. Mekouar, “Nayda: Morocco’s Musical Revolution”, Foreign Policy, 2010, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2010/08/27/nayda-moroccos-musical-revolution/, (accessed 17 May, 2021). 
50 Anon., “Morocco”, OEC, n.d., https://oec.world/en/profile/country/mar, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
51 Anon., “What is phosphate?”, OCP, n.d., https://www.ocpgroup.ma/what-is-phosphate, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
52 M. Wurmser, “Western Sahara conflict shines light on world’s phosphate supply”, Norge Mining, 2020, 
https://norgemining.com/2020/11/22/the-worlds-phosphate-supply/, (accessed 19 February, 2021). 
53 Anon., “GDP (current US$) - Morocco”, The World Bank, n.d., 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?locations=MA, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
54 Anon., “Mining sector in Morocco diversifies away from phosphates”, Oxford Business Group, n.d., 
https://oxfordbusinessgroup.com/overview/new-tricks-having-traditionally-relied-phosphates-industry-mining-sector-
diversifying, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
55 K. McTighe, “The world's food supply depends on Morocco. Here's why”, The World, 2013, 
https://www.pri.org/stories/2013-11-21/worlds-food-supply-depends-morocco-heres-why, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
56 The extent to which Moroccan phosphate exports have been impacted by COVID-19 and potentially reduced demand 
from the pharmaceutical sector is not yet clear to us. 
57 See T. Alouani-Roby, “Morocco, Algeria and the Western Sahara”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2018, 
https://arabbureau.org/2018/03/11/morocco-algeria-and-the-western-sahara/, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid. 
60 The EU and UN are currently pursuing programmes to mitigate against this issue. See anon., “European Union 
supports UNHCR to continue water distribution to Sahrawi refugees”, ReliefWeb, 2020, 
https://reliefweb.int/report/algeria/european-union-supports-unhcr-continue-water-distribution-sahrawi-refugees, 
(accessed 24 February, 2021). 
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also many illegal and unmarked landmines on the Moroccan border that have resulted in numerous civilian 

fatalities and injuries.61 

News reports from more favourable sources - such as Morocco World News - highlight Morocco’s economic 

development initiatives in the Western Sahara as a justification for the country’s jurisdiction over the territory. 

For example, traditionally strong ties between Morocco and the United States have resulted in a 2.5 billion USD 

wind farm investment in Dakhla.62 Other international organisations have avoided investing in environmental 

initiatives in the disputed territory due to purported fear of human rights violations.63 

With regards to Morocco’s collaboration with the US in the Western Saharan territory: Morocco was, indeed, 

the first nation to recognise US sovereignty in 1777.64 Former-President Donald Trump recognised Morocco’s 

jurisdiction over the Western Sahara in return for the normalisation of diplomatic relationships between 

Morocco and Israel65 which allowed Trump to take credit for re-integrating Israel into the international 

community. According to Israel’s centre-right newspaper The Jerusalem Post, approximately one million Israeli 

Jews are of Moroccan descent.66 

Other issues in the Western Sahara nevertheless remain and include the detention and torture of local activists 

by Moroccan authorities,67 the illegal extraction of phosphate from the region,68 and legally ambiguous fishing 

practices by international organisations in Western Saharan waters.69 AYS1 focus group participants from 

Palestine also criticised Morocco’s willingness to engage with Israel’s problematic regime in return for 

achieving strategic objectives in the Western Sahara (please see the Palestine section further below). 

Participant feedback 

Inadequate healthcare infrastructure was identified as a major challenge among Moroccan AYS1 survey 

respondents (please see figures 4 and 5 below). Moroccan focus group participants equally expressed mixed 

views concerning their country’s handling of COVID-19. Whilst they believed that Morocco is handling the 

 
61 See anon., “Western Sahara”, Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor, 2014, http://www.the-monitor.org/en-
gb/reports/2019/western-sahara/casualties-and-victim-assistance.aspx, (accessed 24 Feburary, 2021). 
62 See M. Hekking, “US to Support Investment, Development in Morocco’s Western Sahara Region”, Morocco World News, 
2020, https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2020/12/328805/us-to-support-investment-development-in-moroccos-
western-sahara-region/, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 
63 See Z. Maung, “Solar giant Desertec to avoid Western Sahara”, The Guardian, 2010, 
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/desertec-western-sahara, (accessed 21 February, 2021). 
64 Anon., “U.S. Relations With Morocco”, U.S. Department of State, 2020, https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-
morocco/, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 
65 Hekking, loc. cit. 
66 I. Chernick, “Moroccan Jewry in Israel set to commemorate 60 years of aliya”, The Jerusalem Post, 2019, 
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/moroccan-jewry-in-israel-set-to-commemorate-60-years-of-aliya-599658, (accessed 
20 February, 2021). 
67 Anon., “Morocco and Western Sahara 2019”, Amnesty International, 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/morocco-and-western-sahara/morocco-and-
western-sahara/, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 
68 Anon., “Morocco’s phosphate mining in Western Sahara”, European Parliament, 2015, 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-8-2015-004499_EN.html, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 
69 The EU, itself, admits to the illegal nature of European phosphate extraction in the region. See anon., “Legality of EU 
fishing in Western Sahara under the EU-Morocco Fisheries Partnership Agreement”, European Parliament, 2017, 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-8-2017-000813_EN.html, (accessed 20 February, 2021). 

http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2019/western-sahara/casualties-and-victim-assistance.aspx
http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2019/western-sahara/casualties-and-victim-assistance.aspx
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2020/12/328805/us-to-support-investment-development-in-moroccos-western-sahara-region/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2020/12/328805/us-to-support-investment-development-in-moroccos-western-sahara-region/
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/desertec-western-sahara
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pandemic with competency relative to the handling of the pandemic by other MENA nations, they compared 

Morocco’s performance against some European nations who have successfully managed COVID-19, reaching 

a conclusion that Morocco could also perform better. 

Although the African continent has seen fewer COVID-19 cases compared with Europe - with approximately 

four million cumulative cases in Africa compared with approximately 33 million cumulative cases in Europe 

(as of 24 February, 2021)70 - Morocco hosts the second highest coronavirus case rate in the continent 

following South Africa.71 We suspect that this could be due to Morocco’s active tourist industry prior to the 

pandemic as well as Morocco’s higher technical capacity for identifying COVID-19 cases compared with other 

African nations.72 

One Moroccan focus group participant - identifying as a doctor under the age of 35 - stated that he worked in 

a hospital in a rural Amazigh village. He claimed that people in such villages do not have adequate access to 

healthcare and are not sufficiently informed about a variety of healthcare risks as a result. It is unsurprising, 

therefore, that recent studies demonstrate a correlation between poorer municipalities and a higher COVID-19 

infection rate, especially as vaccines become harder to access due to logistical and/or financial constraints 

in these rural communities.73 

Figure 4 - Average health infrastructure score by AYS1 respondent nationality 

  

 
70 See anon., “Coronavirus (COVID-19) Cases”, Our World in Data, n.d., https://ourworldindata.org/covid-cases, (accessed 
24 February, 2021). 
71 See anon., “WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard”, World Health Organization, 2021, 
https://covid19.who.int/table, (accessed 24 February, 2021). 
72 South Africa also famously boasts a prominent tourist sector as well as relatively higher levels of development 
compared with other African nations. 
73 See W.H. Finch & M.E.H. Finch, “Poverty and Covid-19: Rates of Incidence and Deaths in the United States During the 
First 10 Weeks of the Pandemic”, Frontiers, 2020, https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsoc.2020.00047/full, 
(accessed 24 February, 2021). 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-cases
https://covid19.who.int/table
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Figure 5 - Average respondent scored by institution type (AYS1 Moroccan respondents) 

 

Although all AYS1 survey respondents scored healthcare institutions in their respective nations poorly (this is 

especially the case for Libyan respondents), there was a lower reported healthcare score among Moroccan 

survey respondents compared with other institutions scored by Moroccans. Furthermore, in response to the 

AYS1 survey question which asks respondents to identify the ‘symbol, character or individual [that] best 

represents the future’, another Moroccan survey respondent under the age of 35 provided “COVID-19” as their 

answer. 

Life expectancy is higher in Morocco compared to many other MENA nations, with young Moroccans being 

expected to live until at least their mid-70s.74 Of course, an ageing population could undermine the ratio of 

younger people compared with older people, especially as economic development ensues in the country. 

Some improvements have been made to healthcare infrastructure in Morocco, such as improved access to 

metropolitan areas with the introduction of transnational rapid railway and motorway routes. These initiatives 

include the Boraq route between Tangiers, Rabat and Casablanca, the fastest trainline in Africa.75 In an ideal 

situation, healthcare institutions would be more prevalent in rural areas and would not require relatively poorer 

Moroccans to pay for transportation to access fundamental health services in the city. Moroccan focus group 

participants also claimed that metropolitan hospitals are overpopulated as a result of hosting patients from 

both urban and rural areas. 

Poor sanitation in rural schools and colleges can equally exclude Moroccan females from the country’s 

education system. Moroccan females would evidently be less inclined to go to school if there are no suitable 

sanitary or restroom areas, especially as they reach the age of puberty and adequate sanitary facilities become 

much more essential for their wellbeing. 

 
74See anon., “Life Expectancy by Country”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, n.d., https://arabbureau.org/demographic-
data/life-expectancy-by-country/, (accessed 22 February, 2021). 
75 Anon., “Connecting a new kind of Kingdom”, The Business Year, 2020, https://www.thebusinessyear.com/morocco-
202021/connecting-a-new-kind-of-kingdom/focus, (accessed 24 February, 2021). 

https://arabbureau.org/demographic-data/life-expectancy-by-country/
https://arabbureau.org/demographic-data/life-expectancy-by-country/
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Morocco bears the burden of a low literacy rate compared with most nations, and this rate is even lower for 

Moroccan females who become excluded from the education system.76  

As such, illiteracy rates ‘for rural women and girls in Morocco remain as high as 90 percent (though official 

sources put the figure at 54.4 percent)’.77 Existing research also indicates a strong correlation between 

national literacy levels and GDP output.78 Therefore, a lack of sanitary facilities in rural Moroccan schools 

excludes rural-based girls from the education system, which in turn compromises their future employment 

prospects. 

Despite the above, Moroccan survey respondents scored general women’s rights in their country “slightly 

favourably”. The result is approximately 24% higher compared with responses from Libyan, Egyptian and 

Palestinian survey participants (see figure 6 below). Moroccan female respondents also viewed women’s 

opportunities 40% more favourably compared with Moroccan male respondents. We suspect that these 

relatively favourable results are partly due to the subjective and relative nature of women’s rights in Morocco 

when compared with women’s rights in other MENA nations. 

We also anticipate that young Moroccan females based in metropolitan areas are exposed to more 

progressive views concerning women’s rights and female identity expression when compared with their rural-

based counterparts. This, coupled with a relatively more positive experience of women’s rights in metropolitan 

Morocco, could have served to provide a more favourable assessment score of gender equality by Moroccan 

survey respondents. 

Nonetheless, both male and female Moroccan respondents reported that they believe that they can influence 

their futures, with all respondents of 35 years of age and under expressing that they have more opportunities 

now than they had three years ago. 

 
76 See A. Mouttaki, “Solving the Literacy Gender Gap in Morocco”, GOOD, 2015, https://www.good.is/articles/morocco-
women-girls-parents-literacy, (accessed 24 February, 2021). 
77 Ibid. 
78 See M.S. Rahman, “Relationship among GDP, Per Capita GDP, Literacy Rate and Unemployment Rate”, British Journal 
of Arts and Social Sciences, 14:11 (2013), pp.169-77. 

https://www.good.is/articles/morocco-women-girls-parents-literacy
https://www.good.is/articles/morocco-women-girls-parents-literacy
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Figure 6 - Average women’s opportunities score by AYS1 respondent nationality and gender 

 

Moroccan survey respondents based in Morocco did, however, express a desire to emigrate to another 

country. Due to favourable responses on the ability to influence their futures, we suspect that this desire to 

emigrate abroad is more related to economic grievances than to political grievances. For instance, Moroccan 

youths who participated in our survey equally expressed favourable attitudes towards their king, many of 

whom identify him as the individual who ‘best defends’ their society. 

Adequate satisfaction with political processes in Morocco was further indicated by favourable scores 

attributed to the country’s religious freedoms79 as well as openness during the focus group discussion from 

Moroccan participants, all of whom were based locally. 

  

 
79 All Moroccan respondents identified as Muslim. Therefore, we suspect that “religious freedoms” would have been 
scored less favourably by Morocco’s more marginalised religious demographics. Despite this, Morocco’s religious 
freedoms score is still relevant for consideration as the overwhelming majority of Moroccans identify as Muslim. 



 

26 

Libya 

Background 

According to Libya expert Ali Abdullatif Ahmida, ‘[t]he designation "Libya" was used during Greek and Roman 

times and was revived by the Italian colonialists in 1911’.80 We also believe that Libya’s pluralistic society and 

historical processes can be characterised by three major developments: Ottoman state formation, European 

commercial penetration and ongoing Saharan trade. 

Situated at the centre of northern Africa, Libya’s landmass is equivalent to that of the UK, France and Germany 

combined, but with only three percent of those countries’ aggregate population.81 Libya is therefore mainly 

arid desert without major rivers, except in part of the north which benefits from Mediterranean Sea water. Thus, 

only about one percent of the country is arable; the remainder constituting part of the Sahara.82 

Rainfall is also scant and inconsistent, limiting Libya’s potential for agricultural trade and development which, 

ultimately, impacts the country’s unemployed youth population. 

It was not until Italy’s colonial enterprise between 1911 and 1947 (inclusive) that a single political entity 

attempted to control more than one of Libya’s several historic regions in a centralised manner.83 This was 

achieved through the emergence of what would now be characterised as an administrative body, constituting 

the state, its regions and their several institutions.84 In our opinion, Italy’s reification of Libya into 

“administrative regions” did not only objectify and dehumanise local Libyan communities, but was equally 

designed to advance Italian colonial efforts irrespective of Libya’s nuanced demographic needs. 

The protracted, psychological effects of colonialism on Libyan identity can thus be observed to this day,85 and 

we elaborate on this to a greater extent in the participant feedback subsection further below. 

Cyrenaica-based Omar al-Mukhtar, who led Libya’s native guerrilla resistance against Italian colonialists, is 

championed until this day as a symbol of grassroots, working-class resistance to foreign-led occupation. He 

is an “underdog” figure like Morocco’s Abd el-Krim al-Khattabi. There have been numerous films and books 

produced about Omar al-Mukhtar’s life, including the 1981 film Lion of the Desert which starred Hollywood 

 
80 A.A. Ahmida, The Making of Modern Libya : State Formation, Colonization, and Resistance, 1830-1932, (New York: State 
University of New York Press, 1994), p.6.  
81 See anon., “Population density (people per sq. km of land area) - Libya”, The World Bank, n.d., 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.POP.DNST?locations=LY, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
82 See anon., “Arable land (% of land area) - Libya”, The World Bank, n.d., 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.ARBL.ZS?locations=LY, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
83 See A. Dearden, “Independence for Libya: The Political Problems”, Middle East Journal, 4:4 (1950), pp.395-409. 
84 See ibid. 
85 See S. Sbeta, “Libya: the Italians have left but we remain colonised”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2017, 
https://arabbureau.org/2017/01/01/libya-the-italians-have-left-but-we-are-remain-colonised/, (accessed 21 May, 2021). 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.POP.DNST?locations=LY
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.ARBL.ZS?locations=LY
https://arabbureau.org/2017/01/01/libya-the-italians-have-left-but-we-are-remain-colonised/
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actor Anthony Quinn.86 The film, funded by Gaddafi,87 was censored in Italy by former Prime Minister Giulio 

Andreotti as he believed that Lion of the Desert brought disrepute to the Italian army.88 

Omar al-Mukhtar’s identity as a working-class revolutionary, followed by Gaddafi’s reign as a self-proclaimed 

socialist leader, resonated with the Soviet Union, cultivating an ongoing alliance between Libya and Russia. In 

fact, many of the arms and armoured vehicles used by Libyan youths in the First Civil War of 2011 were sourced 

and purchased from post-Soviet Russia.89 

Following World War II (WWII), Italy renounced all claims to Libya, thus marking the end of 36 years of 

colonialism in the country according to the Paris Peace Treaties.90 In 1951, Idris I was anointed King of a newly 

and superficially “unified” Libya through appointment by the UK and the US; these nations evidently feared that 

Libya would continue to identify as a Soviet satellite-state during the Cold War and hence attempted (but later 

failed) to deploy an ally in the country.91 

The modern Libyan nation-state subsequently emerged in 1951 following the unification of Fezzan in the 

south-western quadrant, Tripolitania stretching from the west to Sidra on the coast and Cyrenaica covering 

the north-eastern and south-eastern quadrants.92 Over time, the various Arab, Ottoman and European 

encroachments bound for these territories aimed to establish trading posts whilst also aiming to tax local 

citizens and to extract natural resources. 

Idris I was the grandson of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Senussi, the founder of the Senusiyya Sufi order, which spread 

in Libya in the 19th century and influenced the tribal, social fabric of the country.93 The Senusiyya order served 

as one of the main sources of opposition against Italian colonialism, particularly in Cyrenaica,94 hence why 

Omar al-Mukhtar’s resistance is also referred to as a “Senussi” resistance.95 This resistance is an early 

example of the merging of religious and political mechanisms in the country. 

King Idris I ruled the tribal system for 19 years before Muammar Gaddafi instigated a coup and seized the helm 

in 1969.96 Oil was first discovered in Libya in 1959, and after Gaddafi’s successful coup, oil rents allowed him 

 
86 In this film, Anthony Quinn wears “brownface”. It is interesting, therefore, that “educational” materials about 
colonialism in Libya remain riddled with unconscious colonial attitudes. 
87 A. von Tunzelmann, “Lion of the Desert roars for Libya's rebels”, The Guardian, 2011, 
https://www.theguardian.com/film/filmblog/2011/jun/30/lion-of-the-desert-libya-gaddafi, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
88 B. Lee, “Oliver Reed movie used by Isis to threaten Italy”, The Guardian, 2016, 
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/jan/20/oliver-reed-movie-isis-libya-gaddafi-italy, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
89 See A. Anishchuk, “Gaddafi fall cost Russia tens of blns in arms deals”, Reuters, 2011, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/russia-libya-arms-idUSL5E7M221H20111102, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
90 See R. Albrecht-Carrié, “The Italian Treaty”, The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 257 
(1948), pp.76-86. 
91 S. Blackwell, “Saving the King: Anglo-American Strategy and British Counter-Subversion Operations in Libya, 1953-59”, 
Middle Eastern Studies, 39:1 (2003), p.1. 
92 See K.S. McLachlan, “Tripoli and Tripolitania: Conflict and Cohesion during the Period of the Barbary Corsairs (1551-
1850)”, Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 3:3 (1978), pp.285-94. 
93 See A.A.M. Elshbli & F.A.F. Abdul Hamid, “The Evolution of The Senusian Movement and Its Principles in Libya”, Al-
Muqaddimah, 5:1 (2017), pp.76-85. 
94 E.E. Evans-Pritchard, “The Sanusi of Cyrenaica”, Africa: Journal of the International African Institute, 15:2 (1945), p.65. 
95 Anon., “86 years on, Libyans still remember their ‘Desert Lion’”, Middle East Monitor, 2017, 
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170917-86-years-on-libyans-still-remember-their-desert-lion/, (accessed 17 
March, 2021). 
96 See D.J. Vandewalle, A History of Modern Libya, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 
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to administer his authority without involving the majority of citizens in political processes.97 Libya became 

increasingly isolationist and aimed to implement a unified secular-socialist identity by focusing on thwarting 

opposition through economic development and a growing middle-class, as well as through reported acts of 

internalised detention and torture.98 

As with most rentier states, Gaddafi’s regime avoided diversifying Libya’s economy from its dependency on 

oil whilst also failing to create the impartial and inclusive economic and political institutions that are necessary 

for sustainable growth and conflict prevention. Namely, a slow and considered approach to establishing the 

institution of free and fair presidential elections did not arrive soon enough to render Libya immune to the Arab 

Spring uprisings. 

Gaddafi’s centralised economy focused on oil extraction, swiftly making Libya a target of foreign intervention. 

This in turn facilitated Gaddafi’s role as a MENA strongman opposing Western imperialism. Thus, by seeking 

to distance himself from Western influences, Gaddafi paradoxically attracted the attention and interference of 

Western nations. 

Indeed, many tense situations between Gaddafi and Western nations escalated out of control, such as the 

unresolved 1984 murder of British police officer PC Yvonne Fletcher outside the Libyan Embassy in London 

as well as the 1988 Pan Am Flight 103 terrorist attack over Scottish territory (also dubbed the “Lockerbie 

bombing”).99 

Gaddafi also notably aligned himself with the Palestinian cause in opposition to Israeli occupation.100 The Cold 

War between Libya and the West brought the country under subsequent scrutiny from foreign agencies. In 

spite of a growing middle-class in the country, a small inner-circle monopolising power and wealth imposed a 

life of poverty for significant swathes of Libya’s alienated and disenfranchised population.101 Therefore, we 

believe that Libya had been a socialist republic in name but not entirely in practice. 

We recognise that Gaddafi lived through various identity roles as a leader, first as a secular republican, then 

as a Muslim advocate of Sharia-inspired rule, then as an African ambassador promoting unification for African 

countries.102 Underpinning these different leadership roles was Gaddafi’s manifesto - also known as The Green 

 
97 See J. Bearman, Qadhafi's Libya, (London: Zed Books, 1986). 
98 Anon., “Factbox: Gaddafi rule marked by abuses, rights groups say”, Reuters, 2011, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-protest-abuses-idUSTRE71L1NH20110222, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
99 See K. Rawlinson & V. Dodd, “Yvonne Fletcher murder inquiry dropped over national security fears”, The Guardian, 
2017, https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/may/16/yvonne-fletcher-inquiry-dropped-over-national-security-
fears, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
100 See B. Lynfield, “Gaddafi uses Israel to solidify his power”, The World, 2011, https://www.pri.org/stories/2011-03-
06/gaddafi-uses-israel-solidify-his-power, (accessed 22 May, 2021). 
101 For a detailed analysis of Libya’s political economy since independence and the subsequent construction of its 
economic institutions, see Vandewalle, Libya Since Independence: Oil and State-building, (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1988). 
102 This was evident through Gaddafi’s evolving language and dress during major diplomatic events. 
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Book - which advocated (at least in writing) for his socialist ideals.103 These diverse identity markers are further 

reflected in the various attitudes expressed by Libya’s youth across the ages. 

A spectrum of Libyans cutting across socioeconomic classes rose in opposition to Gaddafi during the 2011 

Arab uprisings. The NATO military campaign provided the decisive help needed to topple the regime. With 

Gaddafi’s defeat, a power vacuum was created for Western institutions seeking to define the future of Libya 

in an increasingly US-centric international system. 

Critics of Libya’s “democratisation” highlight that NATO’s intervention posed its own ethical dilemmas and 

resulted in indiscriminate fire and human rights abuses by NATO-backed mercenaries.104 

Since the Arab Spring, two contending political entities hoping to govern have emerged: the Government of 

National Accords currently led by Mohamed al-Menfi in Tripoli, and the House of Representatives led by Aguila 

Saleh Issa in Tobruk.105 The outcome of the Arab Spring has consequently been met with mixed emotions 

throughout Libya. Younger AYS1 survey respondents from Libya expressed less satisfaction with current 

political representation in their country compared with their older counterparts. Libyans of 35 years of age 

and under, who are also based in Libya, therefore express a reasonably strong desire to migrate from their 

country. 

The cumulative decisions and experiences of the past therefore shape Libya’s future. Present-day Libya 

remains dependent on natural resources, with oil constituting 60% of its GDP106 and national infrastructure 

being concentrated on the cultivation of Libya’s “rentier state” economy. Despite this, Libya’s GDP per capita 

is about 7,686 USD (as of 2019),107 which we recognise as relatively low compared with other MENA nations. 

Furthermore, income inequality plagues present-day Libya, where health infrastructure is also inadequate. 

Contrastingly, literacy rates among Libya’s younger segments of society are notably high, with a literacy rate 

of over 99% for both males and females between and including the ages of 15 and 24 years old (according 

to 2004 data).108 

A high literacy rate among Libyan youths becomes even more impressive when understanding Libya’s 

demographic breakdown, which favours a high youth population almost equally split in numbers among the 

country’s two recognised genders. 

 
103 M. Bazzi, “What Did Qaddafi’s Green Book Really Say?”, The New York Times, 2011, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/29/books/review/what-did-qaddafis-green-book-really-say.html, (accessed 19 
March, 2021). 
104 See A.J. Kuperman, “NATO’s Intervention in Libya: A Humanitarian Success?”, in A. Hehir & R. Murray (eds.), Libya, the 
Responsibility to Protect and the Future of Humanitarian Intervention, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), pp.191-
221. 
105 For a detailed discussion of Libya’s 2011 revolution, an overview of the principal groups and their grievances, as well 
as an account of the country’s descent into civil war, see F. Wehrey, The Burning Shores: Inside the Battle for the New 
Libya, (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2018). 
106 Anon., “Libya facts and figures”, Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, n.d., 
https://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/about_us/166.htm, (accessed 24 February, 2021). 
107 Anon., “GDP per capita (current US$) - Libya”, The World Bank, n.d. 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD?locations=LY, (accessed 16 March, 2021). 
108 Anon., “Libya”, UNESCO Institute of Statistics, n.d., http://uis.unesco.org/en/country/ly, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
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Libya’s total population tallies to around seven million people,109 with most of the population living in the 

coastal cities of Tripoli, Benghazi and Misrata.110 The vast majority also identifies as Arab or Arab-Amazigh 

and follows Sunni Islam, although there are between 300,000 and 400,000 Ibadi Libyans in the country 

(primarily concentrated in the Nafusa Mountains, in Tripoli and in Zuwara).111 

About half of Libyans are females,112 and stratifying Libya’s demography by age groups reveals how youthful 

Libyan society is: according to UNICEF’s statistics for 2012, 17.8% of Libya’s population is between 10 and 19 

years of age (inclusive).113 

AYS1 focus group participants from Libya report that many Libyans continue to battle with the aftermath of 

conflict, which includes disruption to public facilities such as electricity, water and impaired public health 

infrastructure, as well as wide-spread government corruption. 

Thus, a decade on, Libya faces a series of obstacles that affect the country’s entire population: young and old. 

First is regional security, prompted by militant Islamist organisations situated in the southern frontiers who 

have sought to take advantage of the Arab Spring. Next is the challenge of diversifying the economy away 

from oil, especially considering the accelerating global trend orientating away from fossil fuels and towards 

renewables; interestingly, AYS1 survey respondents from Libya scored environmental culture “very 

unfavourably” overall. 

The most immediate concern for the future for many Libyans, however, is reaching a stable resolution to the 

ongoing conflict between the various factions and governments that have succeeded Gaddafi. During the 

recent “second wave” of violence in Libya, conflict escalated between the UN-backed Prime Minister Fayez al-

Sarraj in the pro-revolution west and the head of the Libyan National Army, Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar, in the 

pro-Gaddafi east.114 

It should be noted that Haftar also played a role in assisting Gaddafi's 1969 coup against King Idris I, as well 

as commanding a Libyan army to support Egypt during the Yom Kippur War against Israel in 1973.115 

Foreign patrons such as Turkey and the United Arab Emirates have naturally sought to capitalise on the recent 

power contest in Libya,116 further complicating and undermining any potential for pan-Arab, sustainable 

 
109 Anon., “Libya”, The World Bank, n.d., https://data.worldbank.org/country/libya, (accessed 16 March, 2021). 
110 H. Plecher, “Libya - Statistics & Facts”, Statista, 2018, https://www.statista.com/topics/3885/libya/, (accessed 17 
March, 2021). 
111 Anon., “Libya: Incitement Against Religious Minority”, Human Rights Watch, 2017, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/20/libya-incitement-against-religious-minority#, (accessed 16 March, 2021). 
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March, 2021). 
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development that ARAB would like to see in the MENA region. Therefore, Moroccan-brokered negotiations 

between Libya’s factions have failed to fully mitigate against the conflict.117 

One potential yet controversial solution to prevent further conflict from emerging in Libya would be to increase 

federalisation across the country, but the secession of eastern Libya from the rest of the country could 

conversely result in protracted violence and the division of Libyan families across the northern coast. 

Economy 

Despite possessing the largest oil reserves on the African continent,118 Libya’s economy lingers well below its 

potential and is obstructed by continuing violent conflict and political uncertainty. The population’s 

vulnerability is unveiled by its poor economic performance, driving social and economic problems and 

inequalities. Libya’s role as a primary exporter to the regional economy has halted as oil revenues decreased 

by 92% in the last year alone.119 We believe that this undermines both civic peace and public confidence in the 

state and relegates Libya to increased dependency on foreign humanitarian and development aid. 

Libya faces a liquidity crisis that will likely continue to escalate the country’s general financial crisis. 

Confidence in banks will remain low and the core objectives of the recent official decision to devalue the Libyan 

currency120 require time to be accomplished. Inflation is accelerating121 and the activities of currency traders 

double as smugglers of foreign currency flourish on the black market.122 This means that Libya’s youth are 

facing a crisis of both high inflation and high unemployment.123 This is unfortunate to say the least as the 

private sector holds the potential to undermine poverty and secure investment in infrastructure to achieve 

sustainable development goals, particularly in a Libya that is now more integrated with the current world order. 

Recently, the fraudulent use of the Letters of Credit system run by the Central Bank of Libya has resulted in the 

loss of millions of dollars a year.124 The absence of a clear strategy against money laundering contributes to 

the emergence of a “contagion” effect linking the UK banking system to Libyan financial crimes;125 money 

 
117 K. Mezran, “Is Libya’s “Skhirat” Agreement Really Dead?”, Atlantic Council, 2017, 
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119 M. Hafidi, “Libya loses 92% of oil and gas revenues by 2020”, Atayalar, 2021, https://atalayar.com/en/content/libya-
loses-92-oil-and-gas-revenues-2020%C2%A0, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
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laundering is probably exacerbated by pro-Gaddafi assets frozen by the UK and others in the aftermath of the 

Arab Spring. 

Financial crime in Libya is unsurprising due to the country’s position amongst the most corrupt states in the 

world, ranked 173 in Transparency International’s report,126 but the web of financial crime linking with Western 

institutions does not aid in “selling” a more Western capitalist vision of the future to Libya’s youth. Therefore, 

financial and administrative corruption comprise some of Libya’s greatest challenges, inflicting damages to 

the country’s economy, the labour market and attitudes held by Libyan youths towards their future 

socioeconomic prospects. 

Educational progress is always contingent on socioeconomic and political factors alongside general stability. 

Education in Libya shifts and aligns with its political circumstances: namely, the agenda of the ruling elite and 

how the elite class perceive wider educational needs. Although the country’s literacy rates are high, more 

nuanced public awareness could emerge in Libya that identifies and responds to institutional discrimination, 

nepotism, injustice and corruption. 

AYS1 survey respondents from Libya report a “very unfavourable” view of police and justice institutions in their 

country, highlighting the levels of corruption they continue to experience in Libya during the focus group 

discussion. 

Relative to the size of the country, the Libyan population is small, and its growth is slow. This impacts the local 

economy and labour market, making the crackdown of corruption especially pressing as Libya looks towards 

a new era of economic identity. In an ideal situation, small business loans and effective business incubators 

would improve economic and private incentives for local youths, but the issues relating to corruption and asset 

seizures need to be addressed in order to release more liquidity that can be used to subsidise the prospects 

of young Libyans. If this does not happen, Libya may need to continue to rely on foreign aid, making it 

increasingly “subordinate” to the influence of foreign agencies, some of whom may not have Libya’s best 

interests at heart. 

Human rights 

Libyan democracy is under assault.127 Inequalities are continuously rising and the linkages between expertise 

and policymaking are weak due to nepotism in the wider employment process.128 Despite international 

interventions, the crisis is yet to be resolved. 

The perpetual suffering endured by ordinary Libyans is prolonged by the persistence of instability, radical 

militancy and a dramatic increase in illegal human trafficking. There have been many recorded incidents of 

 
126 See anon., “Corruption Perceptions Index”, Transparency International, 2020, 
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2020/index/nzl, (accessed 21 March, 2021). 
127 Anon., “Libya : Freedom in the World 2020 Country Report”, Freedom House, 2020, 
https://freedomhouse.org/country/libya/freedom-world/2020, (accessed 3 March, 2021). 
128 This was reported by AYS1 focus group participants from Libya. 
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Libyan and other African nationals drowning at sea, seeking to flee conflict in the region, with a recent incident 

involving the corrupt involvement of a senior Libyan immigration official.129 

Like the case of Morocco, sexual violence becomes an intersectional issue for human trafficking in Libya: 

“Amnesty International spoke to 15 women most of whom said they lived in perpetual fear of sexual 

violence along the journey to the Libyan coast. Many said rape was so commonplace that they took 

contraceptive pills before travelling to avoid becoming pregnant as a result of it.”130 

Due to its geographic centrality, the ongoing instability in Libya impacts the security of the nation’s neighbours 

both in Africa and across the Mediterranean. Levels of violence have generally abated since the Second Civil 

War. Yet, the drivers of this conflict and their political divides persist. The security sphere remains fragmented 

which in turn impacts civilian safety, and AYS1 focus group participants from Libya report that insufficient 

effort has been made towards disarmament activities in their country. 

Unfortunately, human rights violations are not unknown to Libyan society. Under Gaddafi, there had been 

numerous reports of domestic and foreign attacks that have indiscriminately harmed civilians. These include 

alleged extrajudicial torture, detention and solitary confinement for government critics.131 Supporters of 

Gaddafi often counter that, whilst these human rights violations occurred under Gaddafi, they were not 

necessarily ordered by Gaddafi himself. 

Another Gaddafi-era scandal that had directly impacted Libyan families involved the pardoning of eight 

Bulgarian medics who had negligently infected hundreds of children with HIV.132 Many child prisoners also 

reside in Libya; many of them are the progeny of ISIS insurgents who sought to take advantage of the country’s 

First Civil War.133 

Improvements to border control are vital yet remain highly challenging due to various complexities: southern 

Libya has been subjected to numerous conflicts during the past several years134 and we believe that the region 

requires continuous stabilisation efforts that address the needs of internally displaced people (IDPs). 
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130 Anon., “Refugees and migrants fleeing sexual violence, abuse and exploitation in Libya”, Amnesty International, 2016, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/07/refugees-and-migrants-fleeing-sexual-violence-abuse-and-
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133 See A. Bajec, “Children of Tunisian Jihadists Left Behind Bars in Libya”, Zenith, 2019, 
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With regards to sub-Saharan refugees residing in Libya, the absence of precise legislation to define their status 

as migrants deprives these people of job opportunities and other basic human rights.135 Migrants moving 

through Libya can find themselves caught in detention centres that have abysmal conditions and provide very 

limited sanitary services, helping COVID-19 to quickly spread.136 Many migrant children find themselves caught 

in these detention centres,137 and young men and boys have been subjected to sexual violence under 

detention.138 

The radicalisation of some of these groups coincides with the widespread rejection within Libya of their 

permanent settlement status,139 illustrating the complex dynamic of dealing with ISIS-linked prisoners in 

detention centres. As such, inadequate anti-terrorist efforts have failed to control radicalisation in the 

country;140 terror activity in Libya evidently undermines the sense of collective security experienced by Libya’s 

European neighbours on the other side of the Mediterranean. 

Today, Libya falls prey to a variety of criminal activities and sporadic conflicts while simultaneously facing a 

‘’water war” due to resource shortages.141 AYS1 focus group participants from Libya claimed that they have 

experienced daily water and electricity outages over the past several years. Imagine the impact that these 

outages hold on logistics, communications and education services. 

We therefore believe that maintaining peace and security, as well as imposing law and order, necessitates 

disarming and demobilising combatants as well as re-integrating potential combatants into civilian life. 

Indeed, Arab, Amazigh, Tuareg and Toubou groups in Libya had played different roles during both recent civil 

wars in the country. During the First Civil War, pro-Gaddafi groups were, for instance, often reported to have 

hired Toubou militia groups originating from Chad.142 

Gender-based inequalities equally continue to pervade Libyan society. Despite civil society efforts, women 

remain marginalised, and this is amplified by the ongoing cultural and political conflict in the nation. In spite 

of high literacy rates for females, the women’s unemployment rate in Libya is approximately 25% (2020),143 

which means that Libyan women have the potential to work but are not being afforded such opportunities to 

 
135 See F. Jaffer, “The “other” ethnic groups in Libya’s conflict”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2016, 
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141 A. Poletti, “Libya: the water war”, The Africa Report, 2019, https://www.theafricareport.com/16800/libya-the-water-
war/, (accessed 17 March, 2021). 
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any optimal degree. This demonstrates a need to encourage the inclusion of women in the labour market to 

promote gender equality and to fulfil Libya’s economic potential in the post-Gaddafi era. 

As a result of a controversial law, Libyan women married to foreign nationals do not enjoy free education, 

health care, the right to nationality and several other civil and political rights.144 It is therefore also vital to 

introduce laws that protect these women’s rights, including the right for Libyan women to grant Libyan 

citizenship to their children irrespective of whom these women decide to marry. AYS1 focus group participants 

from Libya hope that legislators will work to protect the rights of these women and their children.  

It is finally worth noting that the COVID-19 pandemic has catalysed major unforeseen consequences in Libya. 

Weak governments and poor leadership increase the risks of impoverishment and instability in the country. 

Libyan society has suffered under these circumstances. Pessimism persists as the pandemic exerts additional 

strain on the country’s already fragile institutions and services.145 

Participant feedback 

As mentioned above, AYS1 survey respondents from Libya of all age groups view police institutions “very 

unfavourably”, with focus group participants highlighting the corruption and lack of justice implementation 

that they believe occurs in Libya on a day-to-day basis. Other issues highlighted during the focus group 

discussion were bribery and bureaucracy among Libya’s police ranks. 

Figure 7 - Average police institutions score by AYS1 respondent nationality and age 
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As illustrated by figure 7 above, Libyans of 35 years of age and under have a worse perception of police 

institutions in their country compared with Moroccan, Egyptian and Palestinian youths in the same age group. 

On average, Libyan youths view police institutions almost 50% less favourably than youths from other AYS1 

focus countries. 

Attitudes towards police and justice have effects on the way in which Libyan youths view employment 

opportunities in their country. Interestingly, Libyans of 35 years of age and under scored employment 

opportunities in their country “slightly unfavourably”, whereas Libyans over 35 years of age scored 

employment opportunities in Libya “very unfavourably”. 

This relative optimism among youths towards employment opportunities in their country is a trend that was 

additionally observed among survey respondents from other AYS1 focus countries. This relative optimism 

could be the result of the psychological tendency for young people to view their futures more positively 

compared with older subjects. 

Due to corruption and limited employment prospects in their country, Libyans of 35 years of age and under 

view their life prospects, as well as the life prospects of the next generation, “slightly unfavourably”. Contrast 

this with Moroccan youths who scored their life prospects as well as the life prospects of the next generation 

“slightly favourably”. 

It is worth emphasising that all Libyans who participated in the AYS1 survey identified as Arab, and that non-

Arab Libyan youths - such as Black, Amazigh and/or Tuareg youths - would likely view their life prospects even 

more unfavourably due to the discrimination that they face in the Libyan workplace, which includes a reported 

lack of basic workers’ rights.146 Identifiable non-Arabs additionally face a relatively harder time entering 

employment in the first instance compared with the other “typical” Arab-Amazigh Libyan demographic.147 

AYS1 survey respondents rate women’s opportunities in Libya “slightly favourably”, perhaps as a result of their 

high literacy rates, but employment data explored further above indicates that females in Libya are more 

affected by nepotism that excludes them from labour market participation. As such, Libyan females of 35 

years of age and under believe they can influence their futures “only a little” whereas their male counterparts 

stated that they can influence their futures “a reasonable amount”. 

All Libyans of 35 years of age and under express a reasonable desire to emigrate from their country, painting 

a negative perception of the status quo in the country. 

It is subsequently unsurprising that all AYS1 survey respondents from Libya bar one viewed human rights in 

Libya “very unfavourably”. There were, however, mixed views among respondents on religious freedoms in the 

country, which is probably partly due to the different benchmarks for religious freedom in the MENA region as 

well as the different lived experience of various demographic groups assessing religious rights in their country. 

Testament to this is the perception of Libyans who live outside of Libya who regard religious freedoms in their 

 
146 See S. El Gaddari, “Libya: Protecting Amazigh, Toubou, and migrants alike”, openDemocracy, 2012, 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/libya-protecting-amazigh-toubou-and-migrants-alike/, (accessed 18 March, 2021). 
147 See Jaffer, loc. cit. 
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country of origin “slightly unfavourable”. This contrasts with the “very favourable” view of religious freedoms 

expressed by Libyans based in Libya. 
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Egypt  

Background 

Egypt is the most populated Arab country148 and holds a high youth population.149 Its strategic, geopolitical 

location encompassing the Suez Canal naval chokepoint, alongside its role as host to valuable artefacts 

inherited from Ancient Egyptian civilisation, have made the country attractive as a target of foreign intervention 

and historic colonialism. 

Egypt is situated in Northern Africa, bordering the Mediterranean Sea between Libya and the Gaza Strip, as 

well as the Red Sea north of Sudan.150 Egypt’s land also includes the Asian Sinai Peninsula, thus making it the 

only geographically contiguous African landmass to span two continents.151 Its longest river and the world’s 

longest river, the Nile, stretches over 4,000 miles and ends at the Mediterranean Sea.152 Through the nutrient-

rich soil created by the Nile, Egypt’s agricultural production is rife153 in spite of only three percent of the country 

being arable.154 

In 2020, Egypt exported 4.8 million tonnes of agriculture,155 making both its agricultural and its tourist 

industries a source of employment for the country’s youth population.156 Historically, most of Egypt’s 

population has always been densely concentrated along the banks of the Nile and on the river's delta, though 

Cairo is also very densely populated.157 

Overall, corruption and political uncertainty plague the country, and Egypt hosts a high unemployment rate of 

over 10% (as of 2020),158 making the unemployment rate relatively high for a MENA nation. We are unsure of 

the extent to which these unemployment figures consider unregistered refugees and IDPs who are excluded 

from the labour market.159 
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153 Ibid. 
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products-.aspx, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
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countries recording unemployment figures is the existence of “ghost employees” used by businesses to avoid paying 
higher corporation tax. 
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Egypt has gone through numerous political identities. The British colonised Egypt in the 19th and 20th centuries, 

and much of the country’s wealth was transferred to the British Empire, including Ancient Egyptian artefacts 

which now attract substantial tourist revenues at the British Museum in London.160 

Following World War I (WWI), the Ottoman Empire took advantage of a power vacuum in the region and 

established a post-war monarchy that ended in 1953, resulting in the ascension of a republic led by military 

strongman Mohamed Naguib.161 After his participation in the Arab-Israeli War of 1948, Naguib continued to 

climb Egypt’s military ranks in spite of the country’s defeat at the hands of Israelis.162 Naguib, alongside future 

Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser, participated in the anti-imperialist Egyptian Revolution of 1952 that 

placed Naguib as the first President of Egypt following the fall of King Fuad II (King of Egypt and Sudan).163 

Thus, revolution continues to play a role in Egyptian history and integrates with a wider Arab revolutionary 

spirit. In the same decade (the 1950s), Sudan gained independence from Egypt and Britain, whereas Morocco, 

Algeria and Tunisia gained independence from France. Morocco, emerging as North Africa’s only post-

independence monarchy, developed a sense of national exceptionalist identity that can be contrasted to the 

pan-Arab identity that the Egyptian Republic continued to follow.164 

Like Tunisia’s post-independence President Habib Bourguiba, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser was a 

prominent secularist who swiftly cracked down on young political Muslims by imprisoning notorious Muslim 

Brotherhood165 members; these members were swiftly subjected to extrajudicial torture.166 

Prominent Muslim Brotherhood members included Sayyid Qutb, author of the infamous Milestones book which 

justifies the Machiavellian misuse of democracy by aspiring Islamists,167 as well as Hassan al-Banna, founder 

of the brotherhood and grandfather of controversial Muslim scholar Tariq Ramadan.168 

More recent notable Muslim Brotherhood members include former-President Mohamed Morsi, who allegedly 

died of torture and detention under the command of current Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.169 

 
160 D. Alberge, “British Museum is world's largest receiver of stolen goods, says QC”, The Guardian, 2019, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/04/british-museum-is-worlds-largest-receiver-of-stolen-goods-says-qc, 
(accessed 26 July, 2021). 
161 Anon., “Egypt”, Lumen Learning, n.d., https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-worldhistory/chapter/egypt/, 
(accessed 20 March, 2021). 
162 Ibid. 
163 Ibid. 
164 This is according to independent research conducted by our CTO, Sami Oussama Filali Naji. 
165 The Muslim Brotherhood is an Islamist missionary group designated as a terrorist organisation in Egypt. See D.D. 
Kirkpatrick, “Is the Muslim Brotherhood a Terrorist Group?”, The New York Times, 2019, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/30/world/middleeast/is-the-muslim-brotherhood-terrorist.html, (accessed 20 March, 
2021). 
166 See anon., “Muslim Brotherhood leader's daughter tortured in Egypt prison, right group says”, Daily Sabah, 2019, 
https://www.dailysabah.com/mideast/2019/11/21/muslim-brotherhood-leaders-daughter-tortured-in-egypt-prison-right-
group-says, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
167 This is according to primary research conducted by our Founder & CTO, Sami Oussama Filali Naji, for his Master’s 
thesis in 2013. 
168 See anon., “Grandson of Muslim Brotherhood founder on trial in France on rape charges”, Arab News, 2018, 
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1316406/world, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
169 R. Michaelson & P. Wintour, “Mohamed Morsi buried as detention conditions denounced as torture”, The Guardian, 
2019, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/18/mohamed-morsi-buried-as-detention-conditions-denounced-as-
torture, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
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Another young Islamist movement that faced the wrath of Abdel Nasser’s crackdown was Hizb ut-Tahrir. This 

organisation was distinct from the Muslim Brotherhood in its pan-Islamist vision170 which also directly 

contradicted Nasser’s pan-Arab philosophy (also known as Nasserism). Former members of this organisation 

include Maajid Nawaz and Ed Husain who, after imprisonment as young students in Egypt,171 have since 

reformed, having become founders of the controversial and recently closed Quilliam organisation in the UK.172 

We believe that Abdel Nasser’s crackdown on Islamist organisations only pushed Islamist youth ideology 

further into clandestine channels and is likely partly responsible for the resurgence of the Muslim Brotherhood 

following the fall of President Hosni Mubarak during the Arab Spring. 

We also believe that Abdel Nasser orchestrated two moves that intentionally or unintentionally forged Arab 

youth identity and pan-Arab identity for generations to come. The first was his nationalising of the Suez Canal, 

blocking international actors from trading freely between Europe and Asia through Egyptian waters.173 This 

resulted in an international crisis, a resurgence of Arab pride and the devaluing of British currency resulting 

from conflict in Egypt, a US oil embargo and subsequently reduced British exports.174 

Many historians believe that the Suez Canal crisis marked the end of British dominance in the global system, 

and we share this perspective.175 Recent events relating to a vessel blocking the canal in Spring 2021 only 

underline how pivotal the naval choke point is for international trade and domestic employment in Egypt.176 

The second substantial move enacted by Abdel Nasser was the formation of a new pan-Arab state called the 

United Arab Republic which encompassed modern-day Egypt, Syria, the Golan Heights and the Gaza Strip.177 

Eventually, there was a Cold War-era military coup in Syria which led to the demise of Abdel Nasser’s pan-Arab 

vision and created the rise of a new socialist republic in Syria.178 

The rise and fall of the United Arab Republic are some of many examples of Egypt’s pivotal role in the formation 

of evolving Arab political systems and identities across time. 

The vast majority of Egyptian youths speak the Egyptian dialect of Arabic and are Sunni Muslims; over 15% of 

Egyptians are Coptic Christian, otherwise known as Egyptian Orthodox.179 Some areas of Egypt house Jews, 

Protestant Christians and Shi’a Muslims, but these populations are small in numbers and their populations 

 
170 See anon., “Hizb ut-Tahrir: should Britain ban radical Islamist group?”, The Week, 2015, 
https://www.theweek.co.uk/63010/hizb-ut-tahrir-should-britain-ban-radical-islamist-group, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
171 D. Shariatmadari, “Maajid Nawaz: how a former Islamist became David Cameron’s anti-extremism adviser”, The 
Guardian, 2015, https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/aug/02/maajid-nawaz-how-a-former-islamist-became-
david-camerons-anti-extremism-adviser, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
172 Ibid. 
173 See anon., “Why Was The Suez Crisis So Important?”, Imperial War Museums, n.d., 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/why-was-the-suez-crisis-so-important, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
174 See ibid. 
175 See ibid. 
176 We do, however, believe that naval trade is less pivotal than it had been in the past due to the rise of aviation trade 
and service goods spurred on by the introduction of the internet and post-World War globalisation. 
177 Anon., “Definitions of Key Terms”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2021, https://arabbureau.org/definitions-of-key-
terms/, (accessed 22 May, 2021). 
178 Ibid. 
179 Anon., “Copts make up over 15% of Egypt’s population: bishop”, Egypt Independent, 2017, 
https://egyptindependent.com/copts-make-15-egypts-population-bishop/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 

https://www.theweek.co.uk/63010/hizb-ut-tahrir-should-britain-ban-radical-islamist-group
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/aug/02/maajid-nawaz-how-a-former-islamist-became-david-camerons-anti-extremism-adviser
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/aug/02/maajid-nawaz-how-a-former-islamist-became-david-camerons-anti-extremism-adviser
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/why-was-the-suez-crisis-so-important
https://arabbureau.org/definitions-of-key-terms/
https://arabbureau.org/definitions-of-key-terms/
https://egyptindependent.com/copts-make-15-egypts-population-bishop/


 

41 

have reduced even further in recent years.180 There is also a small Baha’i population residing in Egypt as well 

as a small atheist community, but we understand that they do not enjoy adequate representation within 

Egyptian institutions as their views risk infringing upon local blasphemy laws that could subject “heretic” 

Egyptian youths to punishment by law.181 

Regarding the Egyptian dialect of Arabic, this had gained rapid popularity across the MENA region with the 

emergence of regional satellites that provided a platform for notable Egyptian singers, authors and the highly 

successful Egyptian cinema industry. As such, most Arab youths across the MENA region are familiar with 

Egyptian popular culture, local celebrities and the Egyptian dialect, making Egypt a pivotal and influential nation 

in the formation of popular Arab thought. 

Pivotal singers from Egypt include Umm Kulthum, an early symbol of Arab feminism who broke through the 

patriarchal ranks of Arabic classical music,182 and famous actors include Adel Imam, many of whose films 

have touched upon political issues subsequently exposing the actor to regular arrest under various Egyptian 

presidents.183 This battle between progressive ideas in popular culture on the one hand and Egypt’s ruling 

class on the other can be witnessed even today as President el-Sisi has banned, for instance, the popular 

Maharagan genre of music that is making waves across the Arab world.184 

Economy 

During the recent Arab Spring, ISIS fighters had sought to take advantage of Egypt’s pivotal role in the 

formation of young Arab and Muslim identity. The main motivators for the uprisings in 2011 were a lack of 

civil liberties and social justice, clearly reflected in the motto of the uprising: “Bread, Freedom & Social Justice” 

 185.(or 'Aīsh, Huriyya, 'Adāla igtimā'iyya in Arabic عيش، حرية، عدالة اجتماعية)

ISIS fighters radicalised some of the country’s disenfranchised youth and began to spread in the Sinai 

Peninsula, creating conflict at Egypt’s border with Israel.186 ISIS extremists often offered employment 

opportunities and a warped sense of greater purpose to young, unemployed Muslims who felt under-

represented by Egypt’s authoritarian and “secular” system.187 

 
180 This is according to independent research conducted by Hossam Ed-Deen Allam. 
181 See B.A. Rieffer-Flanagan, “Statism, Tolerance and Religious Freedom in Egypt”, Muslim World Journal of Human 
Rights, 13:1 (2016), pp.1-24. 
182 I. Elsaket, “The Star of the East: Umm Kulthum and Egyptian Cinema” in A. Bandhauer & M. Rover (eds.), Stars in 
World Cinema: Screen Icons and Star Systems Across Cultures, (London: IB Tauris, 2015), p. 36. 
183 See A. Khaled, “Adel Imam's jail sentence is an indictment of Egypt's Islamists”, The National, 2012, 
https://www.thenationalnews.com/adel-imam-s-jail-sentence-is-an-indictment-of-egypt-s-islamists-
1.445569?videoId=5724070841001, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
184 This catchy take on Arabic pop has been criticised for its candid lyrics on rebellion, love, drugs and alcohol. See M.A. 
Farouk, “Egypt bans 'music of the slums'”, Al-Monitor, 2020, https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2020/02/egypt-bans-
street-music-singers-following-controversy-over.html, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
185 M. Tadros, “Where's the 'bread, freedom and social justice' a year after Egypt's revolution?”, The Guardian, 2012, 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jan/25/egypt-bread-freedom-social-justice, 
(accessed 20 March, 2021). 
186 E.W. Burt, “The Sinai: Jihadism's Latest Frontline”, Wilson Center, 2017, https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/the-
sinai-jihadisms-latest-frontline, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
187 See Wallace, “Did ISIS “hijack” the Arab Spring?”, Arab Research & Advocacy Bureau, 2018, 
https://arabbureau.org/2018/05/21/did-isis-hijack-the-arab-spring/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
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Sceptics of recent uprisings in Egypt not only point to the rise of radicalisation in the country, but also claim 

that Egypt remains relatively unchanged following the Arab Spring, with one autocrat simply replacing 

another.188 As previously mentioned, the unemployment rate in Egypt remains high even under the new regime, 

but the country’s youth unemployment rate is even higher at approximately 30% (2020).189 As explored 

throughout this subsection, corruption plagues the country and black market activity is rife. Like the cases of 

Morocco and Libya, we understand that the human trafficking economy in Egypt is likely exacerbated by the 

country’s positioning on the Mediterranean coast. 

Whilst the country’s tourist industry had recovered following the Arab Spring (notwithstanding the recent 

COVID-19 pandemic),190 another source of income comes through the sale of valuable artefacts on the black 

market, an industry catalysed by recent instability and the temporary spread of ISIS across the MENA region.191 

It is therefore unsurprising that AYS1 survey respondents from Egypt score their general economy “slightly 

unfavourably”, with those living in Egypt expressing a “reasonable” desire to migrate from their country. 

Subsequently, policymakers should not be considering solutions to other issues such as human trafficking, 

illegal immigration and black marketeering without addressing employment issues and, ultimately, corruption 

in Egypt. 

The Egyptian economy is also heavily dependent on agriculture as well as on cash remittances that come from 

Egyptian nationals residing abroad, mainly in Saudi Arabia and other Gulf nations.192 However, rapid population 

growth and a limited amount of arable land are straining Egypt’s resources and economy, and Egyptians based 

in other countries often report being subjected to workplace discrimination relating to their minority migrant 

statuses.193 

Another area of concern that we have identified for Egyptian youths progressing into their futures is the notable 

income inequality levels in the country that can make progression between various economic classes 

increasingly cumbersome. 

Several MENA nations boast high aggregate GDP figures due to their high populations, but these figures do 

not consider the way in which income is pooled and distributed among their residents. According to a damning 

 
188 We identify Egypt’s judicial system as a secular system with Sharia influences. See N.J. Brown, “Egypt and Islamic 
Sharia: A Guide for the Perplexed”, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012, 
https://carnegieendowment.org/2012/05/15/egypt-and-islamic-sharia-guide-for-perplexed-pub-48119, (accessed 26 
July, 2021). 
189 Anon., “Egypt: Youth unemployment rate from 1999 to 2020”, Statista, 2021, 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/811968/youth-unemployment-rate-in-egypt/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
190 See anon., “Total contribution of travel and tourism to GDP in Egypt from 2012 to 2028”, Statista, 2021, 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1010324/egypt-real-contribution-travel-tourism-gdp-egypt/, (accessed 20 March, 
2021). 
191 J. Vasina, “Looted art: Pillaged war zones make for a lucrative black market”, France24, 2021, 
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/focus/20210201-looted-art-pillaged-war-zones-make-for-a-lucrative-black-
market, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
192 See M. Abu Zaid, “Egyptian remittances up 11.6% in first 9 months of 2020”, Arab News, 2020, 
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1774891/business-economy, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
193 See J.S. Ismael, “The Conditions of Egyptian Labor in the Gulf: A Profile on Kuwait”, Arab Studies Quarterly, 8:4 (1986), 
pp.390-403. 
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report by Voice of America, a third of Egypt’s population lives in poverty.194 This means that, despite often 

holding many employable skills such as English as a second language, much of Egypt’s youths live in dire 

conditions and are not fulfilling their economic potential. 

Poverty in the country has likely catalysed recent COVID-19 statistics that reveal that Egypt has the highest 

coronavirus death rate in the MENA region.195 Population density and poor healthcare infrastructure do not 

assist in mitigating against the pandemic in Egypt. Consequently, AYS1 survey respondents from Egypt report 

a “slightly unfavourable” view of their healthcare institutions, and poverty likely prevents Egyptians living in 

rural areas from travelling for necessary health check-ups. 

Human rights 

Egyptians have been subjected to historic colonialism, economic displacement and reports of discrimination 

as migrants in other host countries. Internalised discrimination is another phenomenon that exists within 

Egyptian society. Black immigrants from Sudan report being subjected to racial abuse,196 and class 

discrepancies consequently intersect and emerge between the upper and lower echelons of Egyptian society. 

Classism in Egypt prevents the fair distribution of wealth, encourages nepotism and results in a youth 

employment crisis whereby young Egyptians are often overlooked for positions that are instead filled by well-

connected individuals with limited skills, qualifications and experience.197 

Egypt is additionally known for the risk of regular detention and extrajudicial torture that voices for reform and 

democracy in the country become exposed to. A recent, high-profile case involved the death of a young 

Egyptian filmmaker who worked on a video that mocked President el-Sisi; Shady Habash was 24 at the time 

and was imprisoned for more than two years without trial.198 Amnesty International claims that Egyptian 

authorities continue to resort ‘to a range of repressive measures against protesters and perceived dissidents, 

and that these measures include forced disappearances, mass arrests, torture and other ill-treatment’.199 

The death penalty is still practiced in Egypt200 and makes extrajudicial proceedings particularly concerning if 

they are not handled appropriately. Mistreatment at the hands of Egyptian authorities affects young offenders 

who are reprimanded, held and accused of vague terrorism charges.201 As a result, Egyptian prisons are 

 
194 Anon., “Egypt: A Third of Population Lives in Poverty”, Voice of America, 2019, https://www.voanews.com/middle-
east/egypt-third-population-lives-poverty, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
195 Anon., “Total number of coronavirus (COVID-19) deaths in Egypt as of March 08, 2021”, Statista, 2021, 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1185298/number-of-coronavirus-related-deaths-egypt/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
196 A. Zaineldine, “Not Black and White: The Complex History of Racism in Egypt”, Egyptian Streets, 2020, 
https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/06/25/the-complex-history-of-racism-in-egypt/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
197 See P. Kingsley, “Egypt in classism row over prosecutors sacked because parents had no degrees”, The Guardian, 
2014, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/21/egypt-judicial-authorities-prosecutors-classism-parents-
university-education, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
198 R. Michaelson, “Egyptian film-maker who worked on video mocking president dies in jail”, The Guardian, 2020, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/02/egyptian-filmmaker-who-mocked-president-dies-in-cairo-jail, 
(accessed 20 March, 2021). 
199 Anon., “Egypt 2019”, Amnesty International, 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-
africa/egypt/report-egypt/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
200 Ibid. 
201 Ibid. 
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‘severely overcrowded’ and lacking adequate sanitary facilities; this does not aid in recent efforts to counter 

the spread of COVID-19 in the country.202 

AYS1 survey respondents from Egypt subsequently hold a “slightly unfavourable” view of the country’s press 

freedoms, political representation, women’s opportunities and general human rights. Survey respondents did, 

however, report a “slightly favourable” regard for religious freedoms in Egypt despite the occurrence of 

discrimination targeted against religious and non-religious minorities. 

Slightly favourable attitudes towards religious freedoms in Egypt are probably the result of the relatively 

progressive nature of Egypt’s Al-Azhar University, an institution that is responsible for many fatwas (Islamic 

rulings) that take a strong stance on religious extremism.203 

Al-Azhar University is one of the major Islamic institutions in the MENA region that takes on the task of religious 

advocacy. Despite its comparatively liberal nature compared with other institutions in the region - especially 

in Saudi Arabia - Al-Azhar has faced some criticism for directly complying with the imprisonment of its 

critics.204 One major criticism of Al-Azhar concerns the university’s allegedly pejorative attitudes towards 

women’s rights and gender equality.205 

Other gender-based issues in Egypt include the forceful subjection of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 

intersex (LGBTI) “determination” tests, as well as reported acts of domestic and sexual violence targeted at 

Egyptian women.206 Mass waves of sexual violence typically occur during crowded protests and 

demonstrations that call for regime change in Egypt, especially in Egypt’s famous Tahrir Square.207 

According to victims’ claims, ‘[i]mpunity for sexual violence against women in the public sphere in Egypt is the 

norm’.208 

Activists have also condemned the frequent practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) in Egypt; the 

Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) claims that ‘92 percent of Egyptian married women between the ages 

of 15 and 49 have undergone FGM, 72 percent of whom [have undergone FGM] by doctors’.209 Furthermore, 

‘63 per cent of women aged 15-49 believed the practice should continue’.210 Thus, action against gender-based 

 
202 Anon., “Egypt: detainees in severely overcrowded jails being denied healthcare - new report”, Amnesty International, 
2021, https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/egypt-detainees-severely-overcrowded-jails-being-denied-healthcare-
new-report, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
203 See R. Mokbel, “Al-Azhar goes online to fight extremism”, Al-Monitor, 2015, https://www.al-
monitor.com/originals/2015/06/egypt-al-azhar-internet-social-media-religious.html, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
204 Anon., “Al-Azhar jails its critics”, The Arab Weekly, 2017, https://thearabweekly.com/al-azhar-jails-its-critics, 
(accessed 20 March, 2021). 
205 See S. Khattab, “Can feminism be Islamic?”, Qantara, 2017, https://en.qantara.de/content/womens-rights-in-islam-
can-feminism-be-islamic, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
206 Anon., “Egypt 2019”, Amnesty International, 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-
africa/egypt/report-egypt/, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
207 See anon., “Egypt: Epidemic of Sexual Violence”, Human Rights Watch, 2013, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/07/03/egypt-epidemic-sexual-violence, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
208 See ibid. 
209 Anon., “Female genital mutilation”, UNFPA, n.d., https://egypt.unfpa.org/en/node/22544, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
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violence in Egypt must commence with grassroots initiatives that address problematic attitudes towards 

gender roles throughout wider Arab and Muslim societies.211 

Finally, we note the issue of illegal child marriage which remains practiced in Egypt.212 Egyptian children are 

therefore not only at risk of extrajudicial violence at the hands of Egyptian authorities, but are equally 

exposed to risk of civic, gender-based violence. 

Participant feedback 

The most eye-opening outcome of the AYS1 survey results from Egypt is the unanimous agreement among 

participants that there are no more opportunities afforded to Egypt’s youth population than there were three 

years ago. A female respondent under 25 years of age mentions that she most looks forward to an equitable 

justice system in the country, whilst all male respondents specify personal and career related future ambitions 

in place of political ambitions. Therefore, whilst AYS1 survey respondents from Egypt appeared to agree that 

the Arab Spring has had limited success in affording a more equitable society for Egypt’s youth, their 

assessment of their society’s failures is driven by different considerations. 

When asked which individual best defends the prospects of Egyptian society, male respondents either declined 

to answer or provided the names of popular figures, such as Egyptian football icon and exiled critic of el-Sisi 

“Mohamed Aboutrika”.213 Another male respondent under 35 years of age expressed that Egyptian football 

player “Mohamed Salah” best symbolises the future to him. 

These symbols can either be interpreted as ambassadors for Egypt or as symbols of celebrity affluence. If we 

interpret these symbols as financially successful celebrities who represent an escape from Egypt’s class 

issues and employment crises, we can equally infer that young Egyptian males214 are concerned by 

continuously lacking employment opportunities in their country as well as other dire economic conditions. 

Further testament to the discrepancy of expressed grievances among young Egyptian males and females are 

the answers provided for the “women’s opportunities” question in the AYS1 survey.   

 
211 This is not to claim that Arab and Muslim societies are unique in this respect. Instead, we recognise the individual 
forms that gender oppression may take across all societies both inside and outside the Arab and Muslim world. 
212 M. Menawy, “Despite child marriage being illegal in Egypt, it is still all too common”, Arab News, 2018, 
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1252421/middle-east, (accessed 20 March, 2021). 
213 See S. Hughes, “In the face of poisonous politics and shifting perceptions, Mohamed Salah walks a dangerous path”, 
The Independent, 2018, https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/mohamed-salah-liverpool-latest-
egypt-fa-aboutrika-president-sisi-a8511246.html, (accessed 21 March, 2021). 
214 Of course, young Egyptian females are also affected by unemployment in the country, however, there may be other 
forms of gender-based, societal pressures applied on young Egyptian males seeking work. For example, there may exist 
a wider societal expectation for Egyptian males to become financially stable before seeking marriage. 
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https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/mohamed-salah-liverpool-latest-egypt-fa-aboutrika-president-sisi-a8511246.html
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A young female respondent under 25 years of age expressed that she views women’s opportunities in Egypt 

“very unfavourably”.215 The male respondents, on the other hand, provided a mixed assessment for Egypt’s 

women’s opportunities ranging from “slightly unfavourable” at worse to “slightly favourable” at best. 

As noted above, AYS1 respondents from Egypt generally view religious freedoms in their country “slightly 

favourably”. Nonetheless, all respondents identify as Muslim and, given the apparent discrepancy between 

male and female results in Egypt for gender-based questions, we expect that Egyptians of other religious 

denominations would have provided a different assessment of religious freedoms in the country. 

Due to ongoing crackdowns on free speech in Egypt, we faced substantial difficulty gathering results from a 

larger and more diverse pool of Egyptian respondents. 

  

 
215 The same Egyptian female views police, justice and human rights equally “very unfavourably”. 
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Palestine 

Background 

Understanding Palestine’s turbulent history as a target of historic ‘divide and rule’ is integral to 

comprehensively understanding more current attitudes held by the country’s youth. Historic trauma shapes 

and frames the attitudes of young Palestinians towards their prospects. Palestine has been subjected to 

consecutive colonial powers for centuries and is presently under Israeli occupation as defined by UN Security 

Council (UNSC) Resolution 242 (1967).216 

Of course, colonial activity in Palestine predates 1967; significant early Zionist activity occurred following the 

fall of the Ottoman Empire in the aftermath of WWI.217 Britain’s official control over Palestine lasted between 

1918 and 1948.218 As such, the UK stamped its legacy on Palestinian history, politics, economics and territorial 

sovereignty with its Balfour Declaration signed in 1917.219 To this day, English is widely spoken in Palestine 

and there is a struggle between secular and Islamic law between the West Bank and Gaza, respectively.220 

Through the Balfour Declaration, Britain supported ‘the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 

Jewish people’,221 the manifestation of an idea previously circulated by prominent Zionists, notably Theodor 

Herzl in his book Der Judenstaat. The book states that historically persecuted, disparate Jewish groups should 

not be excluded from any sense of united national identity.222 

Following the Balfour Declaration, waves of migrants entered historic Palestine and occupied the land. Over 

time, Zionist groups favoured a partition plan passed through UNSC Resolution 181 (1947).223 This culminated 

in the 1948 Arab-Israeli War which resulted in the establishment of what Israel recognises as the first State of 

Israel according to the boundaries defined by UNSC Resolution 194 (1948).224 

Resolution 194 grants Israel less territory compared with the more recent Resolution 242; therefore, Resolution 

242 is the preferred point of reference for many Israeli statespeople defining their territorial boundaries in 

accordance with a more favourable interpretation of international law. 

 
216 Anon., “Resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967”, United Nations Security Council, 1967, 
https://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/0/7D35E1F729DF491C85256EE700686136, (accessed 18 February, 2021). 
217 See M.K. Öke, “The Ottoman Empire, Zionism, and the Question of Palestine (1880-1908)”, International Journal of 
Middle East Studies, 14:3 (1982), pp.329-41. 
218 N. Rayman, “Mandatory Palestine: What It Was and Why It Matters”, Time, 2014, 
https://time.com/3445003/mandatory-palestine/, (accessed 25 February, 2021). 
219 M. Abbas, “Britain must atone for the Balfour declaration – and 100 years of suffering”, The Guardian, 2017, 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/nov/01/arthur-balfour-declaration-100-years-of-suffering-britain-
palestine-israel, (accessed 25 February, 2021). 
220 We have elaborated on this further throughout this section. 
221 Ibid. 
222 See T. Herzl, The Jewish State, (United Kingdom: Penguin Classics, 2010). 
223 Anon., “Resolution 181 (II). Future government of Palestine”, United Nations General Assembly, 1947, 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/7F0AF2BD897689B785256C330061D253, (accessed 17 February, 2021). 
224 Anon., “194 (III). Palestine -- Progress Report of the United Nations Mediator”, United Nations General Assembly, 1948, 
https://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/C758572B78D1CD0085256BCF0077E51A, (accessed 27 February, 2021). 
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Whilst many Israelis consider the 1948 Arab-Israeli War to be their War of Independence, many Arabs refer to 

it as al-Nakba (النكبة in Arabic, or “The Disaster” in English). Due to the escalating violence between Palestinians 

and Zionists, the majority of Arab Palestinians fled their homes in search of safety in neighbouring countries. 

Many Palestinians still reside in refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. Conditions in these camps are 

dire: recent reports by MSF state that COVID-19 has spread throughout Jordan’s largest refugee camp due to 

its densely populated nature.225 

The traumatic memory of forced exodus is contested by Israeli state historians who largely insist that 

Palestinians departed under the orders of invading Arab state armies.226 The observance of the Nakba every 

year on 15th May allows Palestinians all over the globe to express their unified trauma through a collective 

focus on their ‘right of return’. Therefore, the forced displacement of over 700,000 Palestinians227 has 

redefined the Palestinian community, particularly as remembrance of the Nakba serves as a common thread 

linking those scattered between Gaza, the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the diaspora. 

Despite the above, more recent projects, such as The Palestinian Museum in Birzeit, have highlighted how 

placing significance on an anniversary of dispossession can prove problematic insofar as this creates a sense 

of identity ingrained in opposition to Israel.228 The trauma of Israeli occupation is thus inescapably embedded 

in evolving Palestinian identities. 

Of course, Palestinian identity is not solely defined by Israeli oppression and has a profound history that can 

be traced back beyond the Ottoman age.229 A minority of Palestinian Arabs remained within the borders of the 

present-day Israeli state, and these comprise approximately one-fifth of the country’s current population.230 

Palestinian Arabs based in Israel are significantly underrepresented and excluded from Israel’s political 

processes; Amnesty International expresses particular reservations towards the downgrading of the status of 

the Arabic language in Israeli national law.231 Furthermore, Israel recently declared itself as a wholly Jewish 

state232 in spite of its significant Arab Muslim population. 

  

 
225 Médecins Sans Frontières, “MSF responds as COVID-19 arrives in Jordan’s largest refugee camp”, Relief Web, 2020, 
https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/msf-responds-covid-19-arrives-jordan-s-largest-refugee-camp, (accessed 27 February, 
2021). 
226 See D.J. Penslar, “Innovation and Revisionism in Israeli Historiography”, History and Memory, 7:1 (1995), pp.125-46.  
227 N. Masalha, The Palestine Nakba: Decolonising History, Narrating the Subaltern, Reclaiming Memory, (London: Zed 
Books, 2012), p.197. 
228 Anon., “The Museum”, The Palestinian Museum, n.d., https://www.palmuseum.org/about/the-building-2#ad-image-
thumb-1914, (accessed 27 February, 2021). 
229 See B. Doumani, Rediscovering Palestine Merchants and Peasants in Jabal Nablus, 1700-1900, (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1995). 
230 M. Berger, “Palestinian in Israel”, Foreign Policy, 2019, https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/18/palestinian-in-israel/, 
(accessed 25 February, 2021). 
231 Anon., “Israel and occupied Palestinian territories 2019”, Amnesty International, 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/report-
israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/, (accessed 25 February, 2021). 
232 Berger, “Supporters call Israel’s new Jewish nation-state law a “defining moment.” Critics say it’s “apartheid.””, Vox, 
2018, https://www.vox.com/world/2018/7/31/17623978/israel-jewish-nation-state-law-bill-explained-apartheid-
netanyahu-democracy, (accessed 4 March, 2021). 
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Indigenous Palestinians continue to live as second-class citizens compared to non-Arab Israelis. Palestinians 

residing in Israel’s 1948 borders are, however, regarded as a group distinct in rights and identity from their kin 

in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Their ‘right of return’, as stipulated by the UN, allows the so-called “1948 

Palestinians” to ‘return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbours ... at the earliest practicable 

date’, as well as affording them the right to ‘compensation [...] for the property of those choosing not to return 

and for loss of or damage to property’.233 Nonetheless, so-called “1948 Palestinians” face discrimination of 

their own. 

Such displacement and dispossession caused by the events of 1948 mark the triggering of the current 

Palestinian refugee crisis, arguably the largest, longest lasting and most severe of its kind, comparable only to 

the recent Syrian refugee crisis. Displaced Palestinians travelled to neighbouring countries in hope of 

rebuilding the homes they lost. Not all were successful; oftentimes, they faced a second exodus upon 

migration as host countries rejected an overwhelming influx of Palestinians.234 This, too, resembles the recent 

stigma faced by refugees fleeing conflict in Syria today. 

Continued rejection from some Arab nations235 disenfranchises many Palestinians and disperses them further 

throughout the diaspora, highlighting the role that other Arab nations play in formulating Palestinian youth 

identity. The so-called “Palestine Question” consequently galvanises Arab regional opinion in opposition to 

Zionism. Indeed, the question fuels expressed236 concern from the Arab League, an intergovernmental 

institution created in 1945 with the very intent of resolving disputes among its members.237 

In 1959, two years following Israel’s retreat from the Sinai Peninsula, Egypt’s army took control of the Gaza 

Strip, thus formally annexing it and abolishing the failed All-Palestine Government… this followed the interests 

of Egypt rather than those of the Palestinians, creating a renewed Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC).238 The 

West Bank was similarly annexed by Jordan in 1950, granting citizenship rights to Palestinians and doubling 

Jordan’s population size.239  

 
233 Anon., “194 (III). Palestine -- Progress Report of the United Nations Mediator”, United Nations General Assembly, 1948, 
https://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/C758572B78D1CD0085256BCF0077E51A, (accessed 27 February, 2021). 
234 This is according to first-hand accounts in doctoral research conducted by Palestine-expert Kristine Sheets. 
235 This rejection includes restricted property rights for Palestinians in Lebanon and Iraq. J. Miller & D. Samuels, “No way 
home: The tragedy of the Palestinian diaspora”, The Independent, 2011, 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/no-way-home-the-tragedy-of-the-palestinian-diaspora-
1806790.html, (accessed 27 February, 2021). 
236 The Arab League expresses concern regarding Israel’s war crimes in Palestine, but whether those concerns 
expressed align with effective policymaking from Arab nations is a separate consideration that needs to be made. See 
anon., “Tunis Declaration issued at the 16th session of the Arab Summit, held in Tunis on May 22-23, 2004”, Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 2004, 
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/compilation_democracy/league.htm, (accessed 26 July, 2021). 
237 See J. Masters & M.A. Sergie, “The Arab League”, Council on Foreign Relations, 2020, 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/arab-league, (accessed 25 February, 2021). 
238 M. Shemesh, “The Founding of the PLO 1964”, Middle Eastern Studies, 20:4 (1984), pp.107-8; A. Shlaim, “The Rise and 
Fall of the All-Palestine Government in Gaza”, Journal of Palestine Studies, 20:1 (Autumn 1990), p.51. 
239 Anon., “Stateless Again”, Human Rights Watch, 2010, https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/02/01/stateless-
again/palestinian-origin-jordanians-deprived-their-nationality, (accessed 27 February, 2021). 
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Egyptian and Jordanian authority over Palestinian territories contributed towards the further fragmentation of 

an already divided Palestinian identity and governance. This exposed Egyptian and Jordanian state attitudes 

towards the Palestinian cause and, more specifically, towards Palestinian unity. Egypt’s President Gamal 

Abdel Nasser, alongside Jordan’s King Abdullah I, outwardly opposed a unified Palestinian government after 

the Palestinian National Charter was signed in 1964.240 

The fragmentation of a unified Palestinian identity due to Egyptian and Jordanian control over Palestinian 

territory must not be understated when studying the attitudes of young Palestinians. From an institutional 

standpoint, this fragmentation has resulted in Palestinians being represented by an increased variety of 

national identities. One AYS1 focus group participant who identified as a female of Palestinian heritage 

expressed procedural complications arising from her several identity documents, none of which afford the 

individual with Palestinian nationality. The participant is a Jerusalemite and can therefore only be afforded an 

Israeli identification (ID) card as well as a temporary Jordanian passport. 

As political representation continues to fragment among Palestinians, the right of return for Palestinians 

becomes an increasingly “existential” demand defended by the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), an 

organisation founded in 1964.241 The Six Day War of June 1967 transpired due to renewed Arab-Israeli tensions 

and ended disastrously for Arab states; Israel gained full authority over territorial Palestine whilst the defeated 

Arab nations were left crippled and under-resourced.242 

Gaza (under Egyptian protection since 1949) and the West Bank (where Jordanian administration held sway 

since 1949) both fell under Israeli military control.243 Furthermore, Israel gained territorial control of Egypt’s 

Sinai Peninsula and Syria’s Golan Heights,244 both of which are strategic locations; the former for its proximity 

to the Suez Canal and the latter for its aerial military advantage. 

For the international community, Israeli military dominance in 1967 secured the foundation for an enlarged 

“Jewish state” as inscribed by a 2018 Israeli constitutional law.245 As for the Palestinians, the occupation of 

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank by Israel was referred to as the Naksa (Arabic for the “Setback”) due to its 

demographic effect on Palestinians who were pushed deeper into the diaspora. This gives Israel dominion 

over any sense of contiguity and harmony within Palestinian ambitions for self-governance. As a result, the 

 
240 Shemesh, op. cit., p.119. 
241 See Masalha, “The PLO, Resolution194 and the “right of return”: evolving Palestinian attitudes towards the refugee 
question from the 1948 nakba to the Camp David summit of July 2000”, Yearbook of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law 
Online, 7:1 (2000), pp.127-55. 
242 See E. Westervelt, “Six Day War: Shaping the Modern Middle East”, NPR, 2007, 
https://www.npr.org/2007/06/04/10619929/six-day-war-shaping-the-modern-middle-east, (accessed 25 February, 
2021). 
243 Ibid. 
244 Anon., “Camp David Accords 40 years on, peace remains elusive in the Middle East”, TRT World, 2018, 
https://www.trtworld.com/middle-east/camp-david-accords-40-years-on-peace-remains-elusive-in-the-middle-east-
20274, (accessed 4 March, 2021). 

245 Berger, “Supporters call Israel’s new Jewish nation-state law a “defining moment.” Critics say it’s “apartheid.””, Vox, 
2018, https://www.vox.com/world/2018/7/31/17623978/israel-jewish-nation-state-law-bill-explained-apartheid-
netanyahu-democracy, (accessed 4 March, 2021). 
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Naksa is commemorated every 5th June and is regarded as a key milestone, alongside the Nakba, in the 

formation of a symbolic expression of collective trauma. 

Diplomacy 

Emphasising ‘the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war’, the UNSC ordered the withdrawal of 

Israeli forces from the occupied territories to allow some sense of Palestinian self-autonomy.246 Israel refused 

to negotiate with the PLO and sought to discredit them by officially designating the PLO as a terrorist 

organisation - that is, up until 1993.247 The PLO was specifically accused of involvement in several terrorist 

attacks occurring in the 1970s, including the Coastal Road massacre killing 37 Israeli nationals.248 

Egypt later signed its first Arab peace treaty with Israel in 1979 following the first Camp David Accords (known 

as Camp David I).249 The accords resulted in Israel withdrawing from Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula250 and was hence 

pursued with immediate Egyptian national interest at the expense of Palestinian efforts to boycott Israel.251 

In spite of Camp David I, the cycle of Palestinian attacks continued to be disproportionately met with Israeli 

aerial bombardments - particularly throughout Lebanese villages and refugee camps - and these escalations 

of violence continued until 1982.252 At this point, Israel invaded Lebanon seeking to eliminate the PLO.253 

Meanwhile, Egypt signed another peace treaty with Israel in 1982, breaking the renewed total Arab boycott of 

Israel and continuing to fracture the international support system on which the PLO relies.254 To state that 

various generations Palestinian youths have lived through various cycles of conflict would subsequently be an 

understatement. 

 
246 Anon., “Resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967”, United Nations Security Council, 1967, 
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247 Anon., “107 Israel-PLO Mutual Recognition- Letters and Speeches- 10 September 1993”, Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, n.d., https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ForeignPolicy/MFADocuments/Yearbook9/Pages/107%20Israel-
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The effects of Egypt’s historic peace with Israel perpetuate until this day, with President el-Sisi renewing peace 

with Israel following the Arab Spring. This effort saw a security collaboration over the Sinai Peninsula between 

Egypt and Israel255 likely resulting from the overspill of ISIS terrorism from Sinai and into the Israeli state.256 

While the Arab-Israeli conflict established its theatre of war, the domestic relationship between Israelis and 

Palestinians took its own form. As the PLO gained momentum and recognition throughout the MENA region, 

Palestinians inside the occupied territories slowly transitioned from embodying a tacit nature to that of a 

renewed revolutionary spirit. 

We believe that three major changes transformed Palestinian society, eventually motivating its mobilisation 

against the Israeli government.257 Firstly, Israel opened its domestic labour market to Palestinians living within 

the occupied territories, particularly in the agricultural and construction sectors. A large majority of the 

Palestinian workforce relied on Israeli-based opportunities for their residual income. Despite the efforts of 

economic disengagement with Israel during and following the First Intifada (1987-1993), divestment from 

Israel exposed the increased vulnerability of the Palestinian economy as well as the economy’s dependence 

on Israel.258 At the same time, organised strikes among Palestinian workers led to huge financial losses for 

Israel.259 

With regards the second major factor of transformation: Israel began its ongoing process of land confiscation, 

demolition and reconstruction. The Israeli government denied Palestinian claims over Jerusalem, the West 

Bank and the Gaza Strip, instead declaring land parcels as Israeli territory and distributing them among Israeli 

officials with intent to develop these areas into Jewish settlements.260 The psychological effect of this on 

Palestinians with an exponentially deteriorating sense of self-autonomy is evident through regular clashes 

with so-called “settlers”261 in the occupied West Bank.262 

The third paradigm shift was the creation and implementation of Palestinian higher education institutions. 

This paved the way for a new social class - a grassroots Palestinian elite, one with an intimate connection to 

the struggles of smalltown and refugee Palestinians.263 We believe these three factors galvanised a new air of 
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political thought igniting a more confrontational stance against Israel amongst the Palestinian people, 

especially Palestinian youths.264 

In December 1987, a mass uprising occurred in the Palestinian territories265 which galvanised many 

Palestinian youths. Organised demonstrations and rallies took place all with the goal of ending Israeli 

occupation and expansion. 

The goals of the First Intifada - as well as its locus of authority, the Unified National Leadership of the Uprising 

(UNLU) - sought to achieve both political and economic disengagement from Israel.266 While the protestors 

were primarily unarmed and nonviolent, Israel initiated a much harsher response.267 Young Palestinians were 

beaten, imprisoned and killed, houses belonging to elders were bulldozed, curfews were enforced, and crops 

were destroyed.268 

Within Palestinian society, the social, economic and political consequences of the First Intifada were 

significant. Many Palestinians experienced a loss in traditional respect for elders, with younger generations 

feeling disconnected from what they perceived to be the compromising demeanour of previous generations.269 

Palestinians also reported lower levels of tolerance towards power-holding families who became a second 

target in the intifada, signifying the classist elements of Palestinian resistance.270 

Power-holding Palestinians are often resented for being compelled to enter strategic relationships with Israeli 

state institutions; these relationships are often characterised as submittal towards Israeli state occupation,271 

thus undermining the goals and visions of the boycott movement. 

Consequently, AYS1 survey respondents from Palestine illustrated divergent attitudes. One notable difference 

can be seen in the priorities that younger Palestinians hold towards their immediate futures compared to those 

held by their older counterparts. Palestinian youths generally aspire towards political independence and 

resistance, whereas older Palestinians tend to favour personal career development and salary increases. We 

understand this distinction not as a result of a learned “pessimism” among older generations towards their 
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political representatives, but rather as a result of changing life priorities that naturally occur from having a 

family or consolidating higher living expenses. 

For many youths, the First Intifada of 1987-1993 provoked disillusionment against the PLO as the organisation 

failed to support an emerging political identity that challenged its authority.272 We believe that loyalties among 

young Palestinians shifted away from the PLO and towards Islamist alternative groups, particularly the Islamic 

Resistance Group, or Hamas. 

The First Intifada fractured Palestinian political support, particularly between the West Bank and the densely 

populated Gaza Strip. The latter can be contrasted according to its majority support for Hamas, perhaps 

resulting from Gaza’s more dire living conditions. At present, Hamas controls the PLC, occupying 74 of 132 

representative seats since the last election in 2006.273 

The escalation of the First Intifada reflected the crisis of representation among Palestinian authorities which 

occurred due to the highly diverse lived experiences of the PLO and Palestinians. In fact, one of the primary 

tactics used by the Israeli army to crush the movement was to disrupt the flow of traffic and communications 

in the West Bank. This policy has been maintained with the building of highways, the erection of the border 

wall, and other infrastructural practices that have physically fragmented the West Bank. 

The widespread participation of Palestinian civilians in the First Intifada, as well as the empathy it conjured in 

the international media sphere, led to a change in the public narrative of the conflict in Palestine: popular 

footage exposed the imbalance between a fully equipped Israeli army against Palestinian children throwing 

stones at them and sporadic rocket fire from the Gaza Strip, provoking new debate and challenging previously 

held colonial assumptions about Arabs in general. Accordingly, more international interlocutors demanded 

intervention in the conflict as the dispute “matured”.274 

By September 1993, the PLO changed its policy, expressing receptivity to a possible peace agreement with the 

Israeli Labor Party. These negotiations, known as the first Oslo Accords (Oslo I), occurred in secret and linked 

PLO officials to dovish Israeli academics.275 The First Intifada had now ended. It was also during this time that 

the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) - an interim government established by Oslo I - began its oversight of 

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank city of Jericho.276 
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Former Israeli President Shimon Peres was controversially277 awarded a Nobel Peace Prize for facilitating Oslo 

I.278 Former Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was also awarded a peace prize for his role in the negotiations.279 

Although the accords signified a breakthrough in Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations, its aftermath is 

marked by failure and further divisiveness among Palestinians. Much of this divisiveness was reflected in 

responses from AYS1 focus group participants from Palestine who expressed a sense of underrepresentation 

in Palestine’s political sphere. 

Nonetheless, a newfound Hamas demonstrated strong opposition to the Oslo Accords as Hamas believed 

that the accords compromised Palestinian independence through compelling Palestinians to recognise 

Israel.280 In return, Oslo I also proposed that the US and Israel no longer identify the PLO as a terrorist 

organisation.281 In fact, one of the outcomes of the accords was the US acquiring the role of main international 

broker in the conflict, replacing the traditional role of the UN.282 

Internationally, the diplomatic Quartet on the Middle East involving the UN, EU, US and Russia insisted that 

Hamas renounce violence, accept the Oslo Accords and recognise Israel, threatening isolation if Hamas acted 

contrary to these demands.283 Hamas’ refusal shortly halted negotiations, and its increased aggression led to 

civil strife within the Palestinian territories.284 

Following suit, Palestinian grassroots sentiments scrutinised the intentions of PLO leaders who they feared 

would not only compromise their right of return from their lives in exile but would also do so in a manner that 

prioritised the preservation of the PLO’s own power and influence. 

With the Camp David Accords of 2000 (Camp David II), all hopes of peace proved elusive. Many Palestinians 

questioned Israel’s sincerity in implementing peace as Israel continued to expand into Palestinian territory, 

thus disregarding the grandiose promises of Oslo I.285 Evidently, progress between Israel and the Palestinians 

had been stifled as negotiations ended in distrust and tension. 

In Palestine, rock-throwing and localised scrimmages spiralled into protests and altercations between young 

Palestinian civilians and Israeli police, marking the beginning of the Second Intifada.286 By its end, Israel 
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countered by constructing the large wall that not only separates Israeli territory and East Jerusalem from the 

present-day West Bank, but also divides different parts of the West Bank into separate enclaves.287 

The Second Intifada held numerous consequences both for Palestinian youths and for international politics. 

First and foremost, it showcased the failure of the first Oslo Accords as well as Israel’s resistance to 

progressively cede the sovereignty of the Palestinian territories to the PLO. The Second Intifada also exposed 

the ways in which Israel profited from the economic narrative that the Oslo Accords maintained, developing 

an increasingly extractive relationship with the Palestinian territories and its young demographic. 

Internationally, the aftermath of the Second Intifada saw the proposition of the Arab Peace Initiative in 2002 

by Saudi King Abdullah. The proposition sought the retreat of Israeli presence in the Palestinian territories, a 

solution for the Palestinian “refugee problem” in accordance with UNSC Resolution 194, and the establishment 

of an independent and sovereign Palestinian state; in return, Arab states would recognise and establish 

relations with the State of Israel, considering the conflict resolved.288 

The PLO endorsed the terms of the Arab Peace Initiative, but Hamas resisted the initiative because it implied 

recognition of the state of Israel.289 Ariel Sharon’s government dismantled all Israeli settlements in the Gaza 

Strip and unilaterally withdrew from the area; while the Israeli right decried this as a willing surrender, Hamas 

characterised Sharon’s decision as a result of a Hamas resistance that forced the Israelis to retreat.290 

In 2007, Hamas launched an attack on its own territory flouting the PA and effectively superseding its control 

over Gaza.291 The violent crossover into Israel triggered the latter’s intervention; “tit-for-tat” measures ensued, 

and the severity of conflict escalated, resulting in cross-border rocket fire.292 Shortly after, Israeli forces took 

siege over Gaza, a position it maintained until 2009.293 

The ongoing enmity between Hamas and the PA not only hampers general governance among Palestinians, 

but additionally divides political thought across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Division in support and 

vision for the Palestinians undermines any potential for the consolidation of full consensus concerning the 

“Palestine question”. 

Regarding international backing, the “liability” of Hamas’ presence serves as a convenient pretext for nations 

seeking to justify their increased strategic ties with Israel, as affirmed by former US President Donald Trump’s 
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decision in 2017 to migrate the US Embassy for Israel from Tel Aviv to East Jerusalem.294 This move was 

highly controversial and aided the Israeli government in its colonisation of the occupied part of Jerusalem 

belonging to Palestinians according to international law.295 Trump also cut funding for the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency (UNRWA) in 2018; this funding used to provide financial subsidies for the Palestinians,296 

although current President Joe Biden has vowed for the restoration of this aid.297 

Palestine’s historically steadfast support from Arab nations continues to show signs of erosion. By the end of 

2020, Bahrain, Morocco, Sudan and the UAE all agreed to establish diplomatic and economic relationships 

with Israel.298 These decisions led to drastic cuts in Arab funding for Palestinian refugees; UNRWA funding 

from the UAE decreased from 51.8 million USD in 2018 to just one million USD in 2020.299 

Of course, there have been some more positive, relatively recent developments for Palestinian youths. On 29th 

November 2012, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) accepted the State of Palestine300 as a “non-

member observer state”, meaning that 138 UN member states officially recognised Palestine as an 

independent and sovereign nation,301 further institutionalising Palestinian ambitions for full independence. PA 

leader Mahmoud Abbas did, however, encounter substantial resistance in achieving this strategic milestone, 

namely being accused of conforming to the standard practices of institutions like the UN that are steeped in 

colonial history.302 This further highlights the fractured nature of the Palestinian resistance, as well as the 

dilemmas faced by advocates of Palestinian rights when strategically working with historically “problematic” 

institutions. 

Economy 

Palestinian youths still suffer from the blockade of the Gaza Strip, the landlocked status of the West Bank, and 

international disputes over access to water. Agricultural produce (namely olives, citrus, dates and cereals) is 
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key to the Palestinian economy and provide employment for up to 90 percent of the population.303 Yet, Israel’s 

erection of a border wall evidently compromises what should be simple to acquire field-to-market transport. 

Especially impacted is the economy of the northern West Bank. Over 40 percent of all agricultural and private-

sector establishments in the West Bank are in this region and, according to reports, damage to private land 

and property as a direct result of the border wall totalled to over 725 million USD.304 

AYS1 focus group participants from Palestine expressed that public funds and investments are shifting away 

from agriculture and being redirected towards security. They also allege that Israeli checkpoints and restrictive 

Israeli-only roads in the West Bank lengthen travel times and restrict logistics between Palestinian families, in 

turn eroding economic productivity. 

According to a British parliamentary report, the increased restrictions and presence imposed by Israel in the 

West Bank had led to a 29% decline in Palestinian exports between the years 2000 and 2002.305 

In the Gaza Strip, repeated military clashes between Hamas and Israeli soldiers have degraded infrastructure; 

the Israeli-imposed blockade has also sent Gaza’s economy into freefall. According to the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD): 

“Between 2007 and 2018, the regional Palestinian economy in Gaza grew by less than 5%, and its share 

in the Palestinian economy decreased from 31% to 18% in 2018. As a result, GDP per capita shrank by 

27% and unemployment increased by 49%”.306 

The Israeli shekel remains the most widely used currency in both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. This is a 

result of first Oslo Accords307 and allows Israel to maintain economic sovereignty over the Palestinian 

territories, favouring a model of Palestinian development based on dependency towards Israel, particularly for 

Palestine’s young, working population. 

Much of the PA’s income derives from remittances earned by Palestinians residing in other Arab nations and 

in Israel. The Gulf countries, especially Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, have been a sizable source of remittances 

despite the Gulf War of 1991 affecting financial flows from Kuwait to Palestine.308 
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On the other hand, Israel’s control over the Palestinian economy has forced a great deal of these foreign 

monies to be directly or indirectly transferred to Israel in the form of taxes, fees and the purchase of 

products.309 Nevertheless, flows of foreign funds have diminished since the 1980s.310 

Despite constant hardships and political restrictions, Palestinians apocryphally remain the most educated 

group in the Middle East besides Israel itself, with a literacy rate of 97.4 percent in 2019, which is one of the 

highest in the world despite Palestine’s low GDP output.311 

As such, the PA areas boast several globally respected universities312 including the Islamic University in Gaza, 

An-Najah University in Nablus and the renowned Birzeit University which maintains multiple international 

partnerships.313 As of 2019, the Palestinian territories have over 207,000 students enrolled in postsecondary 

institutions.314 

Despite generally high average education levels, modern Palestinian society stratifies into various social and 

demographic divisions. There remains a small portion of the old social class, including prominent families and 

those who continue to own land (although this ownership pales in comparison to the amount of land owned 

by Palestinians before 1948).315 We understand that the merchant class, from small shop owners to 

established businessmen, evidently follows in prominence. 

Despite harsh occupation conditions, the data indicates that Palestine’s middle class has grown in the last 

few decades.316 This could be the result of a general trend in global development. Palestinian social strata 

therefore rests upon a blue-collar and agricultural working class. This group is not to be confused with the 

historical fellaheen (   فالحي meaning “agricultural labourers” in Arabic); while the fellaheen traditionally occupied 

the largest class in Palestine, many traded their agricultural land to join the Palestinian workforce in Israel due 

to relatively more desperate circumstances.317 

For many young Palestinians, the “elephant in the room” in the Palestinian political economy remains the 

country’s relationship of dependency towards Israel. Israel features dominantly in Palestinian day-to-day living, 

and many celebrities and youth role models have been embroidered in this ethical dilemma. One such case 
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Statistics, n.d., http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Portals/_Rainbow/Documents/Education2019_E.html, (accessed 6 March, 
2021). 
315 A. Melhem, “Ottoman archives help Palestinians reclaim their land”, Al-Monitor, 2020,: https://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/01/ottoman-archives-helps-palestinian-reclaim-their-land.html, (accessed 6 March, 
2021). 
316 This is especially the case in Ramallah. See T. Grandinetti, “The Palestinian Middle Class in Rawabi: Depoliticizing the 
Occupation”, Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, 40:1 (2015), pp.66-7. 
317 See H. Rosenfeld, “The Class Situation of the Arab National Minority in Israel”, Comparative Studies in Society and 
History, 20:3 (1978), pp.374-407. 
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concerns actress Scarlett Johansson’s role as the face of Israeli beverage company SodaStream, a company 

criticised for exploiting Palestinian workers in occupied territories. According to the Guardian: 

“Scarlett Johansson, a former Oxfam ambassador, has questioned the charity's position on political 

boycotts of Israel and told the Observer that she has no regrets over her decision to promote 

SodaStream, a company headquartered in Israel, with a controversial factory in a settlement on the 

West Bank”.318 

Similarly, several recent development initiatives carried out by the PA have been criticised for implicitly relying 

on the Israeli economy. A sector of Al Fatah, best exemplified by Mohammed Dahlan,319 has sought a deeper 

neoliberal turn aimed at increasing the role of the private sector in the Palestinian territories in a political trend 

known locally as Fayyadism (after the name of the former Prime Minister of the PA, Salam Fayyad).320 Projects 

in line with this political current have been criticised for being divisive, normalising relations with Israel and 

being dependent on Israel’s economic sector.321 

Critics have also argued that Fayyadism complies with Netanyahu’s idea of “economic peace”, which 

undermines Palestinian independence in favour of economic and political dependence on Israel. The smart 

city of Rawabi, a paradigmatic Fayyadist project, has been denounced for essentially serving as a hub for the 

Israeli tech sector to outsource some of its activities.322 

Human rights 

Since 1967, the State of Israel has exerted dominion over the quality of life of the Palestinians. Israeli officials 

determine Palestinians’ freedom of movement as well as their imports and exports quantities. They also 

decide upon the development of new “settlements” in Palestine and when to further confiscate Palestinian 

land. 

Israeli settlements in the West Bank are condemned by international institutions and deemed illegal according 

to international law.323 The occupying neighbourhoods are viewed by the PA as an obstacle for the 

development of a truly independent and contiguous Palestinian state.324 As of 2019, there were a recorded 

 
318 V. Thorpe, “Scarlett Johansson: I have no regrets over ad for West Bank drinks company SodaStream”, The Guardian, 
2014, https://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/mar/16/scarlett-johansson-stands-by-sodastream-deal, (accessed 7 
March, 2021). 
319 Mohammed Dahlan is known for having led the neoliberal turn within Fatah. He lives now exiled in Abu Dhabi and it is 
said that he took part in the negotiations of the so-called Abraham Accords. See J.H. Ferziger, “The UAE’s Invisible 
Palestinian Hand”, Foreign Policy, 2020, https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/30/mohammed-dahlan-uae-palestinians-
israel/, (accessed 5 August, 2021). 
320 See T. Dana, “Crony capitalism in the Palestinian Authority: a deal among friends”, Third World Quarterly, 41:2 (2020), 
pp.247-63. 
321 See M. Turner & O. Shweiki (eds.), Decolonizing Palestinian Political Economy: De-development and Beyond, (London: 
Palgrave Macmillan). 
322 Dana, “The Palestinian Capitalists That Have Gone Too Far”, Jadaliyya, 2014, 
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/30106, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
323 Anon., “Israel’s Settlements Have No Legal Validity, Constitute Flagrant Violation of International Law, Security 
Council Reaffirms”, United Nations Security Council, 2016, https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm, 
(accessed 7 March, 2021). 
324 M. Haddad, “Mapping Israeli occupation”, Al Jazeera, 18 May, 2021, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/18/mapping-israeli-occupation-gaza-palestine, (accessed 4 August, 2021). 
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131 settlements recognised by the Israeli Ministry of the Interior, as well as approximately 110 settlements 

built without the permission of the Israeli government, counting a total population of more than 620,000 Israeli 

settlers.325 These figures include outposts in the West Bank and the 11 neighbourhoods of the West Bank that 

were illegally annexed to the Jerusalem municipality in 1967.326  

The situation in Hebron is an especially violent case. Many Israeli settlers have occupied residences in the city, 

building barricades and bringing Israeli soldiers with them, also creating numerous checkpoints across the 

city, mostly around the Cave of the Patriarchs - a historic religious site of touristic interest.327 

Despite the presence of international peacekeepers in these areas, clashes and conflicts are frequent, 

particularly during religious festivities.328 The overall situation has provoked the displacement of the 

commercial centre of Hebron to the outskirts of the city,329 therefore impacting Palestine’s economy. 

The Oslo Accords divided the West Bank into three distinct areas: A, B and C.330 Comprising some 18 percent 

of the West Bank, the PA has authority over most affairs within area A, including security affairs.331 Area B 

constitutes roughly 21 percent of the West Bank; in the area, education, health and economics are 

administered by the PA - however, Israel controls border security in both areas A and B.332 

Area C is the largest zone in the West Bank - comprising approximately 61 percent of the region - and there, 

Israel retains almost absolute control over law enforcement, planning and construction.333 Two cities with the 

highest poverty rates in the West Bank - Jericho and Hebron - are also situated within area C.334 

Although the second Oslo Accords (Oslo II) instructed dominion over areas A and B to be transferred to area 

C, with full sovereignty of area C in turn being transferred to the PA by 1999,335 this has yet to occur after more 

than two decades. 

Another key Israeli policy in the West Bank concerns forced demolitions as a means of displacing Palestinian 

families. Israel demolishes structures in the West Bank alleging several reasons, most often referring to 

 
325 Anon., “Settlements”, B’Tselem, 2017, https://www.btselem.org/settlements, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
326 Ibid. 
327 See Kershner, “More Clashes Over Israeli Claim to Shrine”, The New York Times, 2010, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/26/world/middleeast/26hebron.html, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
328 Anon., “Introduction”, Mapping Hebron’s Apartheid, n.d., 
https://www.hebronapartheid.org/index.php?page=introduction, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
329 See anon., “Interactive Map”, Mapping Hebron’s Apartheid, n.d., 
https://www.hebronapartheid.org/index.php?page=map, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
330 Anon., “What are Area A, Area B, and Area C in the West Bank?”, Anera, n.d., https://www.anera.org/what-are-area-a-
area-b-and-area-c-in-the-west-bank/, (accessed 8 March, 2021). 
331 Anon., “Palestine security pulls out of area B in Jerusalem”, Middle East Monitor, 2020, 
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200522-palestine-security-pulls-out-of-area-b-in-jerusalem/, (accessed 8 March, 
2021). 
332 Ibid. 
333 Ibid. 
334 Anon., “Early Marriage in Palestine”, World Vision, n.d., https://www.wvi.org/stories/jerusalem-west-bank-gaza/early-
marriage-palestine, (accessed 9 March, 2021). 
335 Anon., “Area C”, Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs, n.d., 
http://www.passia.org/maps/view/75, (accessed 8 March, 2021). 
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building permissions.336 As of 2021, the UN has counted over 7,000 demolished structures and more than 

11,000 displaced people; most of these demolitions have taken place in area C (the largest area of the West 

Bank337) as well as in East Jerusalem.338 

AYS1 focus group participants from Palestine reported that the recent COVID-19 pandemic has served as a 

pretext for increased monitoring from Israeli forces both inside and outside of the Gaza Strip and the West 

Bank. 

Circumstances are particularly dire in the Gaza Strip, a zone inhabited by many refugees from the 1948 war.339 

Population density is estimated at over 5,300 people per km2, one of the highest density rates in the world.340 

In 2017, Gazan residents reported a high poverty rate of 56 percent:341 this increases over time as Israeli border 

closures prevent Palestinian youths from finding employment within Israel.342 As a result, unemployment is an 

extensive issue343 and Gazans express an overwhelming sense of isolation from the global political 

economy.344 

Access to technology in the Gaza Strip is also highly restricted as a result of the blockade and the economic 

framework developed through Oslo I. Whilst Palestinian communication services have been progressively 

privatised, this infrastructure is substantially Israeli-owned and thus represents another dimension of 

institutionalised occupation.345 For us, limited access to technology in the Gaza Strip ultimately resulted in 

difficulties finding local-based Gazans to participate in our survey. 

Nonetheless, water pollution caused by saltwater contamination in Gaza’s aquifer endangers public health and 

safety. As of 2019, 96.2% of household water in the Gaza Strip is non-potable.346 Simultaneously, the 2018 

 
336 Anon., “Demolition Watch”, United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, n.d., 
https://www.unrwa.org/demolition-watch, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
337 See anon., “What are Area A, Area B, and Area C in the West Bank?”, Anera, n.d., https://www.anera.org/what-are-area-
a-area-b-and-area-c-in-the-west-bank/, (accessed 8 March, 2021). 
338 Anon., “Data on demolition and displacement in the West Bank”, United Nations Office for the Communication of 
Humanitarian Affairs, 2021, https://www.ochaopt.org/data/demolition, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
339 B. Cheal, “Refugees in the Gaza Strip, December 1948-May 1950”, Journal of Palestine Studies, 18:1 (1988), p.138. 
340 Anon., “Coronavirus infections skyrocket in Gaza Strip”, Deutsche Welle, n.d., https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-
infections-skyrocket-in-gaza-strip/a-55761490, (accessed 8 March, 2021). 
341 Anon., “Israeli occupation cost Gaza $16.7 billion in past decade - UNCTAD estimates”, United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, 2020, https://unctad.org/news/israeli-occupation-cost-gaza-167-billion-past-decade-unctad-
estimates, (accessed 8 March. 2021). 
342 See E.R. Bulmer, “The Impact of Israeli Border Policy on the Palestinian Labor Market", Economic Development and 
Cultural Change, 51:3 (April 2003), pp.657-76. 
343 Anon., “Unemployment Rate Among Labour Force Participants of Individuals Aged 15 Years and Above in Palestine 
by Sex and Governorate, 2000-2019”, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, n.d., 
http://pcbs.gov.ps/Portals/_Rainbow/Documents/uneployment-by-gov2000-2019-3-e.html, (accessed 17 February, 
2021). 
344 D. Estrin, “'I Want To Get The Hell Out Of Here': Thousands Of Palestinians Are Leaving Gaza”, NPR, 2019, 
https://www.npr.org/2019/07/04/733487137/i-want-to-get-the-hell-out-of-here-thousands-of-palestinians-are-leaving-
gaza, (accessed 11 August, 2021). 
345 See H. Tawil-Souri, “Digital Occupation: Gaza's High-Tech Enclosure”, Journal of Palestine Studies, 41:2 (2012), pp.27-
43. 
346 Anon., “Water in Gaza: Scarce, polluted and mostly unfit for use”, B’Tselem, 2020, 
https://www.btselem.org/gaza_strip/20200818_gaza_water_scarce_polluted_mostly_unfit_for_use, (accessed 7 March. 
2021).  
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infant mortality rate for the Gaza Strip was a staggering 22.7 deaths per 1,000 births ,347 and we believe that 

this is partly catalysed by policies associated with the blockade, such as reduced access to health 

infrastructure, and its various consequences for water contamination. 

Furthermore, Gaza’s only natural water source - a river stretching from the Hebron hills to the Mediterranean 

Sea - flows only seasonally and is polluted by over-pumping and wastewater contamination.348 

The West Bank, on the other hand, houses a slightly lower population density.349 Some residents who are 

sources close to ARAB350 report experiencing a somewhat better quality of life compared to those of 

Palestinian youths in the Gaza Strip, with some limited access to healthcare and higher employment 

prospects. Ultimately, the quality of life in the occupied territories is bleak compared with Israel. 

From an institutional standpoint, the difference in quality of life and access to services between Palestinians 

and Israelis has been understood as the result of a regime of apartheid,351 as the Israeli human rights 

association B’Tselem described in a report in 2021.352 Although this characterisation of Israeli policies towards 

Palestinians was already well-established, particularly in academic circles,353 the report sparked controversy 

in the media and Israeli officials were swift to deny the claims.354 

Participant feedback 

As mentioned in the previous subsection, we believe that Palestine’s main government body, the Palestinian 

Legislative Council (PLC), carries the burden of a democratic deficit as elections occur every 15 years and the 

two dominant parties in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (Fatah and Hamas, respectively) are polarised in 

attitude, approach and support. None of the AYS1 survey respondents from Palestine who voted in the 2006 

elections expressed that they would change their vote in the upcoming 2021 elections. 

Polarised attitudes among Palestinians contrasts with results from AYS1 survey respondents from Morocco 

and Libya: 25% of respondents from these countries reported that they would vote for a different party in their 

next national elections. 75% of Palestinian survey respondents therefore hold a “very unfavourable” regard 

of political representation in Palestine. These views are largely consistent across gender and age groups. 

 
347 Anon., “UNRWA Report Finds Infant Mortality in Gaza No Longer in Decline – Press Release”, United Nations, 2018, 
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/unrwa-report-finds-infant-mortality-in-gaza-no-longer-in-decline-press-release/, 
(accessed 7 March, 2021).  
348 Anon., “Water in Gaza: Scarce, polluted and mostly unfit for use”, B’Tselem, 2020, 
https://www.btselem.org/gaza_strip/20200818_gaza_water_scarce_polluted_mostly_unfit_for_use, (accessed 7 March, 
2021). 
349 As of 2018, population density in the Gaza Strip and West Bank aggregates to approximately 759 people per km2. See 
anon., “Population density (people per sq. km of land area) - West Bank and Gaza”, The World Bank, n.d., 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.POP.DNST?locations=PS, (accessed 12 August, 2021). 
350 This is according to independent research by our COO, Laila Duaibes. 
351 We define apartheid as the institutionalised segregation against a minority within a state. 
352 Anon., “A regime of Jewish supremacy from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea: This is apartheid” , B’Tselem, 
2021, https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid, (accessed 7 March, 2021). 
353 See I. Pappé (ed.), Israel and South Africa: The Many Faces of Apartheid, (London: Zed Books, 2015). 
354 Anon., “Water in Gaza: Scarce, polluted and mostly unfit for use”, B’Tselem, 2020, 
https://www.btselem.org/gaza_strip/20200818_gaza_water_scarce_polluted_mostly_unfit_for_use, (accessed 7 March, 
2021). 
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Our research also finds that the PLC’s recent regulations regarding enrolment conditions for standing in any 

upcoming elections exclude younger and working-class Palestinians: those seeking to register to a party and 

stand for election must provide a down payment of several thousands of dollars and equally quit all formal 

employment that they may hold.355 Those seeking to stand for election must also be at least 28 years of 

age.356 This reinforces the overrepresentation of older, bourgeois politicians in Palestine who can afford to 

sacrifice their jobs in pursuit of political representation. 

Figure 8 - Average political representation score by AYS1 respondent nationality 

 

Women in Palestinian government circles barely satisfy their representative quotas: the PLO recently 

increased the quota for women in Palestinian legislature to ‘26%, not the promised 30%’.357 Hanan Asharawi, 

formerly the PLO Executive Committee’s only female committee member, recently resigned from the 

government due to being side-lined and excluded from the country’s executive processes which she 

characterises as male-dominated:358 

“All these [above] factors accumulated and led to my decision. I wanted to have new people, young 

men, and women to activate the PLO and its bodies”.359 

 
355 This is according to first-hand reports from focus group participants and our COO, Laila Duaibes, who is currently 
based in Palestine. 
356 Ibid. 
357 D. Abumaria, “Palestinian women: Increase in Council representation not enough”, The Jerusalem Post, 2021, 
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/palestinian-women-increase-in-council-representation-not-enough-655544, 
(accessed 9 March, 2021). 
358 S. Abu Sharar, “Exclusive: Hanan Ashrawi spells out reasons for stepping down”, Anadolu Agency, 2021, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/exclusive-hanan-ashrawi-spells-out-reasons-for-stepping-down/2103995, 
(accessed 9 March, 2021). 
359 Ibid. 
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Ashrawi’s statement emphasises the limitations of the PLO who have failed to embrace a diverse 

representation of the Palestinian people, especially young, working-class women. Her resignation reflects the 

fractured attitudes of Palestinians towards political representation in their country. 

During the AYS1 focus group discussion, one female Palestinian under the age of 35 cited Hanan Ashrawi as 

a personal inspiration for her life and work. This participant then expressed her scepticism towards 

representative quotas in the PLO, stating that society needs to be educated and adapted from the grassroots 

level to naturally include women in decision-making processes - that is, without retrospectively complying to 

problematic quotas as a “quick fix”. One issue highlighted with representative quotas was the temptation for 

politicians to employ female family members in order to satisfy representative quotas, in turn reinforcing 

nepotist culture at the executive level. 

Surprisingly, despite a reported lack of political representation experienced by young female Palestinians, 

our results equally show that Palestinians broadly believe in their own ability to impact their immediate 

futures. However, older and employed Palestinians view their future potentials more favourably than their 

younger and unemployed counterparts. 

Our survey additionally reveals that Palestinians of 35 years of age and under prioritise political liberation 

and self-determination over their personal career opportunities as they progress into their futures.360 

Conversely, Palestinians over the age of 35 look forward to personal and professional progression above a 

strictly political sense of emancipation. 

Figure 9 - Average ability to impact future score by AYS1 respondent nationality 

 

Palestinians based outside of Palestine express greater personal autonomy regarding their futures compared 

with Palestinians based within Palestine. This further emphasises the extent to which Palestinians within the 

 
360 We recognise that the dynamics of political liberation, personal liberation and financial liberation intersect. 
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Palestinian state are excluded from their political processes. Older Palestinians also view judicial and human 

rights institutions in Palestine more favourably than younger Palestinians, but still view existing women’s 

opportunities in their country less favourably compared with younger Palestinians. 

It should be noted that female Palestinians view women’s opportunities in their country less favourably than 

their male counterparts. This is likely due not only to underrepresentation in the PLC, but also to gender-based 

oppression faced both within in Palestinian society and under daily Israeli occupation. 

Israeli checkpoints pose unique risks for women; bureaucracy can be an issue for pregnant women seeking 

medical attention and can equally pose difficulties for women and girls travelling between Palestinian cities 

for what should be regular sexual health check-ups. 

Additionally, Human Rights Watch reports that Israeli checkpoints in occupied Palestinian territory too often 

disrupt judicial processes: 

“[S]poradically [...] judges, lawyers, plaintiffs, and defendants were unable to cross checkpoints and 

reach courthouses”.361 

Logistical disruptions caused by Israeli checkpoints have subsequently resulted in an increased inaccessibility 

to justice procedures: 

“[I]n 2004 PA courts convicted only one person of rape in Gaza and convicted no one in the West Bank. 

Only 27 individuals were serving sentences for rape in 2005”.362 

Unsurprisingly, 57% of AYS1 survey respondents from Palestine view judicial institutions in their country “very 

unfavourably”. Some effort has been made to reduce the risks faced by women and girls resulting from judicial 

failure: Mahmoud Abbas has, for example, raised the minimum age of marriage from 16 to 18,363 a trend 

observed in other Arab countries. Nonetheless, existing research finds “15% of [Palestinian] girls between 20 

and 24 are married before the age of 18 and 1% are married before the age of 15”.364 

Other issues experienced by women and girls remain as, unsurprisingly, females are more likely to be 

subjected to sexual violence at Israeli checkpoints than males.365 These statistics are particularly concerning 

given that children make up nearly half of Palestine’s total population, the latter of which totals to 

approximately 4.8 million.366 

 
361 Anon., “A Question of Security”, Human Rights Watch, 2006, https://www.hrw.org/report/2006/11/06/question-
security/violence-against-palestinian-women-and-girls, (accessed 9 March, 2021). 
362 Ibid. 
363 See anon., “Palestinian Authority outlaws child marriage in occupied West Bank”, The New Arab, 2019, 
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/11/7/palestinian-authority-outlaws-child-marriage-in-occupied-west-
bank, (accessed 10 March, 2021). 
364 Anon., “Early Marriage in Palestine”, World Vision, n.d., https://www.wvi.org/stories/jerusalem-west-bank-gaza/early-
marriage-palestine, (accessed 9 March, 2021). 
365 See T. O'Connor, “Israeli Soldiers Arrested for Allegedly Forcibly Stripping Palestinian Women at Checkpoint”, 
Newsweek, 2018, https://www.newsweek.com/israel-soldiers-arrested-allegedly-stripping-palestinian-women-
checkpoint-1134219, (accessed 10 March, 2021). 
366 Ibid. 
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Israeli authorities have arrested over 7,000 Palestinian political prisoners since 2015.367 Of those who 

experience physical violence and imprisonment at Israeli checkpoints, Palestinian men outnumber women368 

and male political prisoners also suffer sexual torture at the hands of Israeli authorities.369 

AYS1 focus group participants from Palestine express that their daily lives are politicised; simple activities 

such as going for a walk can quickly expose Palestinian youths to encounters with Israeli officials at 

checkpoints. 

This politicised reality appears to result in a different lived experience between Palestinian males and females. 

For instance, one Palestinian female focus group participant under the age of 35 expressed that she does not 

feel safe when leaving the house after 9pm due to fear of sexual violence. 

When asked which symbol best represents the future to them, young Palestinian survey respondents 

mentioned political figures such as Angela Merkel (answered by a female respondent under 35) and Yasser 

Arafat (answered by a male respondent under 35). Thus, whether they intend to or not, Palestinian youths live 

a highly politicised reality and often fear for their own freedom and safety. 

Finally, during the recent coronavirus pandemic, harsh measures from Israeli and Palestinian bureaucrats have 

increasingly translated to a toughening of digital regulations for Palestinians quarantining at home. The 

toughest of these laws include the monitoring and countering of pro-Palestine content on Facebook,370 a cyber 

law like the US Patriot Act that provides Israeli officials legal immunity from monitoring, intercepting and 

acquiring data from Palestinian internet users,371 as well as a prohibition against photographing and 

documenting Israeli soldiers exercising authority in the public sphere.372 

AYS1 survey respondents from Palestine nonetheless report a favourable perception of the impact of 

innovation development on their futures despite problematic technology and surveillance laws in the country. 

In summary, Palestinian youths live a more politicised experience compared to youths from relatively more 

“stable” Arab nations such as Morocco. This is unsurprising due to the uniquely turbulent nature of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. In spite of their trials and tribulations, young Palestinians still indicate an ability to 

influence their futures but demand greater political representation that includes younger female Palestinians 

in the executive process. 

 
367 Q. Abu Samra, “Israel detains 400 Palestinian children in 2020”, Anadolu Agency, 2020, 
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2021). 
368 Ibid. 
369 See D.J.N. Weishut, “Sexual torture of Palestinian men by Israeli authorities”, Reproductive Health Matters, 23:46 
(2015), pp.71-84. 
370 Anon., “Thousands Call on Facebook to Stop Censoring Palestine”, Jewish Voice for Peace, 2020, 
https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/fb-stop-censoring-palestine/, (accessed 16 March, 2021). 
371 N. Nashif & M. Fatafta, “Surveillance of Palestinians and the Fight for Digital Rights”, Al-Shabaka, 2017, https://al-
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Palestine also lacks disabled and non-neurotypical representation among its elite circles. Indeed, there 

appears to be some stigma and complications associated with recognising some forms of mental 

“disabilities”, such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) that many Palestinians likely experience as a 

result of life in occupation. 

‘Palestine has some of the highest rates of mental illness in the world’, yet Palestine’s Chief Psychiatrist, Dr 

Samah Jabr, believes that ‘PTSD is a western concept’.373 Dr Jabar does not represent the views of the entire 

Palestinian medical community, but her perspective does highlight some of the cultural nuances at play when 

attempting to identify neurodiverse behaviour in Arab countries. 

 
373 O. Goldhill, “Palestine’s head of mental health services says PTSD is a western concept”, Quartz, 2019, 
https://qz.com/1521806/palestines-head-of-mental-health-services-says-ptsd-is-a-western-concept/, (accessed 15 
March, 2021). 
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Recommendations 

Healthcare services can be identified as primary issues for youths in Morocco and Libya. Lack of adequate 

health infrastructure in rural areas in combination with a lack of sanitation facilities reported for rural schools 

exclude young females from the education process and from full integration into wider society. This also 

results in a different lived experience in Morocco and Libya for youths who identify as Amazigh (who tend to 

live in rural areas) and youths who identify as Arab (who tend to live in metropolitan areas). 

Given the correlation between literacy and employment, we believe that exclusion from the education system 

as a result of poor sanitary conditions can result in rural Libyan and Moroccan females having a reduced ability 

to impact their futures as they become adults. That is, regardless of the extent to which they believe that they 

can impact their futures. 

Before any productive moves can be made to include those with disabilities in employment and decision-

making roles, we also identify a need for greater circulation of marketing materials and advertising campaigns 

relating to mental health awareness. We believe that there may be many youths in all four AYS1 focus countries 

who have not been diagnosed with mental health issues relating to trauma, including depression, anxiety and 

PTSD, and may not therefore be receiving the adequate care and resources that they require. This is especially 

the case in countries with ongoing conflict such as Libya and Palestine. 

In spite of a lived experience of trauma reported by AYS1 survey respondents from Palestine, youths from this 

country express a sensed ability to influence their futures but believe that there is a vacuum for political 

representation that excludes more marginalised Palestinians from decision-making processes. This vacuum 

is also communicated by youths from Egypt despite these youths equally believing that they can impact their 

futures. Again, we emphasise a distinction between survey respondents who believe that they can impact their 

futures and their actual lived abilities to impact their futures. 

In order to address the vacuum of political representation in Egypt and Palestine, we recommend changes to 

national curricula in order to educate future generations about the importance of diversity and the various 

methods of identifying different forms of conscious and unconscious institutional discrimination. Without this 

more considered approach to fostering inclusion, representative quotas at all employment levels risk 

becoming misused by more elite factions of society who undermine and dismiss these quotas as 

“unnecessary” and “inconvenient” bureaucracy. 

One example of representative quota misuse is expressed by a Palestinian female survey respondent under 

35 years of age who attended the subsequent AYS1 focus group discussion. She claimed that she had seen 

nepotism emerge as a result of representative quotas enacted by the PLO in Palestine without any real 

grassroots education; she recalls instances of employers and politicians recruiting female family members to 

swiftly “satisfy” female representation quotas set for them.  
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Conclusion 

Despite difficulties relating to limited access to technology, unresponsive survey participants and a 

subsequently reduced focus group size, we believe that the first Arab youth survey has been a moderately 

successful pilot for the following reasons. 

Firstly, delays from participants based in Egypt enabled us to envisage the politically sensitive climate 

experienced by Egyptian youths who are not afforded with the privilege of freely expressing their experienced 

opportunities and challenges within their country without fear of prosecution or detention. Whilst youths from 

both Egypt and Palestine believe that they can impact their futures, they equally expressed a lack of political 

representation in their countries. This vacuum manifests itself slightly differently in Palestine, where youths - 

especially female youths - reported a sense of exclusion from political and executive level processes. In both 

countries, young females face unique, gender-based challenges under occupation. 

The second success relates to the way our survey pool for all four AYS1 focus countries is wide and diverse, 

with the exception of a lack of representation from non-Arab, non-Muslim and registered disabled respondents 

in the survey. As such, there was a high young female turnout and a strong mix of representation from 

employed and unemployed respondents, as well as from respondents living both inside and outside their 

countries of origin. This allowed us to juxtapose different attitudes among our four socioeconomically distinct 

focus countries. Our participant diversity equally enabled us to truly extract the precise challenges and 

opportunities experienced by Arab youth populations according to various regional demographic markers. 

Finally, the limited access we experienced in engaging marginalised Amazigh communities in Morocco and 

Libya enabled us to overlay additional analysis on the specific challenges that rural-based youths face in AYS1 

focus countries. These challenges include - but are not limited to - reduced access to technological 

infrastructure, lower literacy rates, lack of adequate support resources for undiagnosed medical needs, and a 

worryingly higher infant mortality rate. All these challenges undermine the true, collective agency that Amazigh 

youths will experience as they move into their futures. 
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